FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Genesis: Lesson 16
Genesis 20-21

In this section Isaac, the fulfillment of a 25 year promise to Abraham (and Sarah) is born.  After such a buildup, the narration of his birth seems almost anticlimactic.  The focus is again more on obstacles and barriers to the covenant promise than it is on the fulfillment of it.  The last lesson dealt primarily with Lot who has been presented as an obstacle to the land.  The author wants the reader to understand that Lot made no claim, and that his descendants therefore have no claim to the promised land.  This lesson deals again with Ishmael who is seen as an obstacle to the family line or offspring promised to Abraham.  But even before this obstacle is presented and dealt with, another obstacle is presented—Sarah, the matriarch, is again placed in danger.

The episode is very similar to the events that took place in Egypt in chapter 12.  Review that passage (12:10-20).  What similarities do you see?  Do you see any important differences?
How could Abraham make the same mistake twice?  What things keep us from learning from our mistakes today?

How would you compare Abimelech with Pharaoh?  List the positive qualities you see in this king that might have been missing in Pharaoh.

What new information are we given about Abraham in these verses?  (Note this is the first time the word “prophet” is used in the Bible.)

What do you see God teaching Abraham in these last few chapters as it relates to his relationship with the rest of his world?  How could we apply this to our own lives today?

What wrong assumptions has Abraham made about Abimelech?  What is the penalty of making that mistake?  Can you think of ways we make similar mistakes today?

Contrast the way Abraham and Sarah are treated here with the way he is treated in Egypt when his deception is found out.  Why do you think there was this difference?  How do you see Sarah’s role in the story changing?   

How does God turn Sarah’s mistake (her laughter when she first heard the prediction of her coming pregnancy) into a positive thing?  What can we learn from this?

The narrative is unclear, maybe purposely so, about what happens next.  Verse  9 only tells us that Ishmael was “mocking” (the actual word here implies laughter and so is a play on the laughter mentioned in verse 6.)  What do you think is going on here?  
Why does Sarah react that way that she does?  What does this cost Abraham?  Why do you suppose he is willing to send his firstborn son away?

What do we learn from God’s dealings with Hagar and Ishmael here?

Why is the story of the agreement between Abraham and Abimelech told here?  How do you see Abraham’s life changing at this point?

