FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Genesis: Lesson 15
Genesis 18:16-19:38

In the previous lessons we have seen the promise to Abraham extended and enlarged upon, now to include the promise of a natural son that would come from both Sarah and Abraham.  At this point in the story the author leaves the narrative of Abraham and Sarah and the fulfillment of God’s promise to them and returns the story to Sodom and Gomorrah.  The fact that the story is inserted in the larger story of God’s promise begs the question: why does the author tell this story here?  How does this story relate to the larger story of the covenant blessing to Abraham?  
The story begins with the Lord asking the question of whether or not he should hid his intentions concerning Sodom and Gomorrah from Abraham.  For whose benefit is this question asked?  What is the reason God gives for allowing Abraham to be “in the know” about His plans?

If God is omniscient why does He need to go down to these cities to investigate?  How many angelic messengers are heading into Sodom?  Why is this significant?

In the next part of the story Abraham haggles with God over the fate of these cities.  Why is Abraham concerned about these people?  Do you think God changes his mind here?  Why or why not?  Why does He engage in this debate with Abraham?  Can you identify the key verse in this bargaining exchange?  How would we apply this in our lives and in the world today?

How would you characterize the relationship between God and Abraham?  Would you describe your relationship with God today in similar terms?  Why or why not?

The commentaries note that Abraham is “on a roll”, bargaining down from 50 righteous men to just 10 righteous men.  Why do you suppose he stopped at this point?  Why not bargain God down to just 1 or 2 righteous men?

What do you notice about Lot’s situation as chapter 19 begins?  Compare Lot with the man described in Psalm 1.

Contrast Lot’s behavior with that of his uncle in chapter 18.  Next compare Lot’s behavior with that of most of the men in Sodom.

Lot offers his virgin daughters in place of the 2 messengers.  Do you think he acted rightly or reprehensibly?  

Note the irony here: Lot is seeking to protect the angelic messengers but they end up protecting him.  In the next few verses we see how ineffectual Lot is as a witness for the Lord in that city.  How do the men of the town see him in this situation?  How about his influence and witness to his own family? (Hint: his sons-in-law)
Note that Lot has to be physically pulled from the city and even then bargains to remain in one of the smaller towns rather than proceeding to the mountains as the angels recommend.  Why do you think he acts this way?  Can you think of ways in which Christians today resemble Lot?

What can we learn from the story of Lot’s wife?  Why is she punished for looking back?  (See also Luke 9:57-62.)  Do you think this principle applies to Christians today?  Why or why not?

What are we told about why Lot was spared?  Do you see any similarities (or differences) between this story and the flood narrative?

Why do Lot’s daughters react the way they do?  They thought this was their only course of action but can you think of some other things they should have taken into account?  Why do you suppose they did not explore other options?  Why is this part of the story told? (Hint: who were the Moabites and Ammonites?)

Where does Lot end up?  How would you describe his fate?  What are we to learn from his story? 
