FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 12
Genesis 14:1-15:6

As previously seen, one of the most important aspects of the book of Genesis is the covenant that God made with Abraham (and through him, to the entire human race).  This idea is so important that it is repeated on several occasions throughout the book with enlargements and annotations.  It is not that God is changing his mind or altering the terms—the covenant is repeated for emphasis and enlarged as Abraham grasps the idea of who God is and what the covenant means.  God works the same way in our lives today: He enlarges on our understanding of Him and His promises to us.  So, the question is: how much time and energy do you spend learning, thinking about or studying the character of God and His promises to you?

Another major theme in Genesis is the obstacles that exist in fulfilling the blessing and promises made to Abraham.  What obstacles has Abraham encountered up to the point?  How did he handle them?  What did he learn from this?

Chapter 14 begins with yet another obstacle which will become a problem for Abraham to deal with—a test of his faith in God.  The author sets it up by describing the political lay of the land.  What points does he emphasize?

How did Abraham get drawn into this conflict?  Do you see any applicable life lessons in this?

What details are we given about Abraham and his situation in this chapter?

Abraham is acting the part of the kinsman redeemer—a familiar concept to the Israelites for whom Genesis was written.  There are 3 criteria for a kinsmen redeemer:  he had to be a close relative, he had to have adequate resources to accomplish the redemption, and finally he had to be willing to spend those resources.  The story of Ruth and Boaz (See Ruth 4:1-9) is an example of this.  Can you think of any other examples of a kinsman redeemer in Scripture? (Hint: See Hebrews 2:14-18)

Contrast the reception that Abraham receives from the king of Salem (Melchizedek) with the reception he gets from the King of Sodom.

What is the significance of Abraham giving a tithe to Melchizedek?  What do we learn about Melchizedek from this passage?

See also

· Psalm 110

· Hebrews 5:1-10

· Hebrews 7:1-28

Why does Abraham refuse to receive anything from the king of Salem?  Are there people in your life that God wants you to hold at a greater distance?  

Why do you think God appears again to Abraham at this point?  In reiterating the covenant which information is the same as before (Genesis 12:1-3)?  What new details are added?

What objection does Abraham make?  What is his struggle here?  Is God asking you to believe an impossible thing?  What things help us hold onto faith in situations like that?

In what way is Abraham’s faith reckoned to him as righteousness?

See also

· Romans 4:16-25

· Galatians 3:6-9
