FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1 Timothy: Lesson 3

1 Timothy 1:8-17

Paul continues his advice about healthy Christian living—both individually and corporately.  In the last lesson Paul outlined 3 key things that he felt were important for such spiritual health:  a pure heart, a good conscience (meant not just individually but corporately) and a sincere faith.  He also began to target some of the errors he knew to exist within the Ephesian church, especially its leaders.  He mentions myths and endless genealogies and teachers (within the church) who desire to be seen as “teachers of the law”.  It begs the question:  if we are saved by grace through faith alone, what place does the law have in a Christian’s life today?
Paul begins by endorsing the law and makes a play on words (lost in some English translations) “The law is good if used lawfully”.  While this does justice to the Greek words here, a better English translation might be “if used properly” or “as it was initially designed”.  What does Paul see as a “proper” use (or function) of the law?

Paul goes on to use a “vice list”, a favorite tool that he uses in many of his letters. (Before we see this as undeniable evidence that Paul must have written this letter, it turns out that vice lists were pretty commonly used in other ancient Greek writings).  Paul appears to “pile on” a bunch of examples of sinful behavior here.  What is his strategy?

Many commentators see this vice list as directly correlating to the 10 commandments (see Deuteronomy 5:6-21).  How does this further Paul’s argument about the validity of the law?
Lawbreakers, rebels, ungodly, sinful, unholy, irreligious

First 5 commandments (Honor God)
Those who kill their parents




Honor your mother and father

Murderers






You shall not murder

Adulterers and perverts





You shall not commit adultery

Slave traders (stealing a human life!)



You shall not steal

Liars and perjurers





You shall not give false testimony

Thinking about this list, and the 10 commandments in general, which of these deal with harm to the individual and which deal with harm to society (or a church)? How might we answer, then, to someone who asks about the function of “the law” in the church today?
How much of knowing something is wrong actually stops us from doing it? (Think speed limits, people!)  What are some reasons that the law is incapable of curbing bad behavior on its own?

Contrast this with Galatians 5:16-26 where Paul contrasts the fruits of the flesh vs. the fruits of the Spirit (“against which there is no law”).  
Few men knew the law better than Paul did (see Philippians 3:2-14) yet Paul is aware that the law did not save him.  So at this point Paul inserts his own personal testimony.  What points does he make about his life before Christ?  About his conversion?  What does Paul want Timothy (and hence the Ephesian church) to understand?

Why are personal testimonies so powerful?  When we think of a testimony, we think about our own conversion experience, as Paul does here.  But what other things might we “testify” to in our day-to-day lives?  What keeps us from doing this??

Why is legalism so attractive to church people?  (And why is it so “unattractive” to people outside the church?)   What things help us to avoid falling into this trap?

Verse 15 begins with the phrase “here is a trustworthy statement”.  This phrase occurs exclusively in Paul’s pastoral epistles (1 & 2 Timothy, Titus) and is used to call attention to important doctrine that Paul sees as basic to Christian beliefs.  What principles is Paul pointing out here?

What comes to mind when you think of “the perfect patience” of Jesus Christ?  Paul wants to be an example of this to those “who would come to believe” (v 16).  Some commentators translate this as those “on the brink of believing”.  How can we get in the way of this process??

Paul ends this chapter with a beautiful doxology in verse 17.  What leads Paul to do this here?  What can we learn from that?  What qualities about God does Paul praise Him for?
