FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHUCH
1,2,3 John:  Lesson 3

1 John 2:3-11

In these letters John is confronting damaging false doctrine and heresy which was being propagated in the churches that he was overseeing.  In the previous lesson John presented a number of contrasts between what false teachers were teaching (“if we say…”) vs what he knew to be correct/sound doctrine (“but if…”).  In this section John continues this type of rhetoric but now instead of confronting false teachers (who have split at least one church and are not interested in correction of their thinking and teaching) he is now writing to believers in the church, to keep them grounded in correct doctrine.  He again will use a strategy of stating incorrect ideas that some people may have and then contrasting that with correct doctrine.  Each of these ideas is introduced with the statement “Whoever says”
· Whoever says “I know him” v 4

· Whoever says “I abide in him” v 6

· Whoever says “I am in the light”  v9

His first point is found in vv 3-7.  The main principle is found in v3: the test of whether we have come to know Him is our commitment to obeying his commands.  The false idea is someone who says “I know him” but does not do this.  What does John see as the problem with this?

John contrasts the idea of claiming to know Him without obeying with the person who does indeed seek to obey his instructions.  What does John see as the outcome of this?  

Jesus often linked the ideas of loving God and the need for obedience. Consider the following verses:
· John 14:15-26.  Note how John again emphasizes the role of the Holy Spirit 
· John 15:9-19.  How does Jesus link the ideas of love, joy and obedience?
But can any of us perfectly follow the commandments of Jesus?  Can we attain to a state of “spiritual perfection”?  (Note, in history there have been sincere Christians who have thought that!)  And how do we then reconcile this (which can sound like legalism) with the idea that we have saved by grace and not by works?

John states that we must “walk as Jesus did”  What comes to mind when you think about trying to do that?  What are some strategies by which we can build this into our lives?

John next emphasizes Jesus’ command to love one another.  He points out that this is, at one and the same time, an old command and a new command.  What evidence do we have that this is an “old command”? (See Leviticus 19: 18,34)
In what sense is the command to love one another also a new command? (See John 13:34-35)
See also:
· Mark 12:28-34
· Romans 13:8-10

· 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10
· 1 Peter 1:22-23
Finally in vv 9-11 John returns to his use of the contrast between light and darkness and applies this to those who love their brothers with those who hate their brothers.  What does John have to say about this?  What are ways that we can claim to be in the light but actually hate our brother?

See also John 13:35-36.

What did Jesus have to say about practical ways of doing this?  (Matthew 5:22-24) 
