FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Titus Lesson 3

Titus 3:1-18

As we have seen many times in the Pastoral Epistles, Paul uses a “flee-pursue” strategy in describing how Christians should act…in the church and in the world. The opening verses of chapter 3 Paul continues the “pursue” instructions (rather than do or be like that, do these things instead) that he outlined in chapter 2.  (Recall that chapter divisions were added to books of the Bible later.  They were not present in the letter that Paul sent Titus!)
How would you summarize the instructions that Paul encouraged Titus to give in verses 1-2?

What does that require of us?  How might we specifically apply this in our politically divided world today?

This is not the first place that Paul has reminded Christians (including us today) that we are to be subject to rulers and authorities.  Why does he use the word “remind” here?  See also Romans 13:1-14.  
Remember that while the Roman world was somewhat enlightened in the way it was governed, Caesar still had the authority to put anyone to death on his word alone.  There was corruption in the governors and senators—bribery, nepotism….business as usual!  How then, are we to weigh being subject to rulers of this world when our ultimate ruler is God? (Romans 13:1)

What is required of us if we are going to “show consideration (humility) to all people”?  How can we apply this in our relationships with people today?  

Paul answers the above question by pointing out where we came from and where we are now.  Let’s start with where we came from (v3).  What things does Paul emphasize?  Is this how you see yourself looking back on your “B.C. days?” (Be honest!)  
Next Paul reminds us of where we have come to (vv 4-7).  What observations does he make?    How does this change the way we think about our relationship with Him?  (This is why John Piper suggests that we preach the gospel to ourselves every day.)

See also:

· Ephesians 2:1-22   (Note that while Paul was talking about the divisions of Jews and Gentiles this might apply to any of the divisions we are experiencing today.)

· Romans 5:6-11 (What are the end results of our salvation in v 11?)

Paul states that we are saved “by the washing of rebirth and renewal of the Holy Spirit”.  There is debate as to whether Paul means 2 things (water baptism and Spirit baptism) or one (washed and renewed by the Holy Spirit).  What is your opinion on this?
Paul emphasizes God’s motivation (v 4) and His supply of the Spirit (v 6). Why are these facts important? (Hint:  if we are going to treat other people in the same way that God treats us, what would that require of us?)
Ultimately, the result of our salvation is not earned by good deeds but results in good deeds. (See verses 8, 14.  Compare also Ephesians 2:10)  Paul says we must be careful to devote ourselves to good deeds.  What are some strategies for doing this?

Paul returns to the false teachers in verse 9.  Again their focus seems to revolve around Judaism as he mentions genealogies and quarrels about the law.  How are we to treat divisive people?  (We looked at Matthew 18 in this context in an earlier lesson).  Why does Paul want such people excommunicated?  What would that look like in the church today? 
