FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark:  Lesson 7

Mark 3:20-35

This section of Mark completes his presentation of the growing opposition Jesus faced as He carried out His ministry.  The wild success of that ministry is something that no one can deny, but that very success provokes different responses in various groups of people:  from the crowds, great enthusiasm (but not full understanding); from the religious leaders, increasing antagonism; from his own family, concern for his sanity.  It is no coincidence that Mark next tells us the story of the seed and the soils (next lesson) to comment on this phenomenon.

What does Mark emphasize about the success of Jesus’ ministry in verse 20?  In what ways can similar problems affect us today?

Mark now begins to use a literary device that occurs over and over in his gospel.  He inserts one story inside another.  This is called intercalation and generally has 2 effects.  First, moving back and forth between 2 stories increases the tension of the narrative and piques the interest of the reader (like the so-called cliff-hanger).  Second, by breaking off one story, telling another, and returning to the first, the author shows how the 2 stories are linked by a common idea or theme.  What 2 stories does Mark link here?  What similar themes do you see in them?

Why do you think Jesus’ family feels that He has “lost his senses” (NIV: “out of his mind”)?  Have you ever had a similar concern for a family member or friend?

In today’s parlance, Jesus’ family is planning an “intervention” (verses 21, 31).  Clearly they were wrong about the significance of what was happening in His life.  How can we know whether our concern for a family member is inside or outside of the will of God?  If you saw a loved one that you perceived to be bogged down by the wear and tear of ministry, what would you do?

What statement does Jesus make about his family here?  Why?  For whom is this good news?  How should this change the way we think about family?

Some have accused Jesus of being cruel to his family—or hard on families in general (see also Matthew 10:34-39).  Do you think that is true or false?  Why?

Now consider the other story told in this section:  the rejection of Jesus by the scribes and Pharisees.  What new accusation do they level at Jesus here?  Why?

What argument does Jesus use to refute their accusation that He does His works by the power of Satan?

How does the parable of the strong man (verse 27) fit with what Mark has already told us about Jesus (and Satan)?

Much confusion has existed over the centuries concerning the idea of an “unforgivable sin”?  Many Christians have been unnecessarily distressed that they might have somehow committed such a sin.  To understand this, we need to focus on 2 things:

· The good news of verse 28!  (See also 1 John 1:9)  What promise does Jesus make here?

· The word used in verse 29:  how would you define an “eternal sin”?  Hint:  What type of sin would not be covered by the blood of Jesus on the cross?

Why would Jesus refer to such a sin as “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit”?  (See also John 16:8-13)

In what way are the Jewish leaders guilty of this sin?  In what way are people today guilty of this sin?  Can a Christian really commit this sin?

