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Gospel of Mark:  Lesson 4

Mark 2: 1-12

As mentioned previously, this section of Mark’s gospel focuses on Jesus’ authority.  It also begins to hint at a theme that will grow in importance over the next few chapters: the opposition (and growing hostility) to Jesus on the part of the religious leaders of the day.

The opening verses of the chapter suggest that some time has elapsed since the events of the latter part of chapter 1.  Jesus and his disciples have conducted a round of ministry, teaching and healing and have now returned home—it is likely that this house was provided for Jesus has a “home base” during his ministry in the area of Capernaum.

Describe the scene as the story begins.  Why do you suppose these people were so anxious to see and hear Jesus?  What lesson might there be in this for us today?

“The crowd” is a common reference in Mark’s gospel—sometimes amazed, never quite “getting it” and sometimes an obstruction to the kingdom agenda.  In what ways can “crowds” be an obstacle today?
All of the synoptic gospels tell the story of what happened next—it is one of the most significant miracles that Jesus performed.  Only Mark gives us the detail of how many friends were involved (four) in bringing this paralyzed man to Jesus.  Think about these friends.  What risks are they taking in bringing him to the Lord?  What barriers do they face?  What are similar barriers that we might face in bringing someone to Christ today?

What would life have been like for this paralyzed man?  Do you think he was anxious to come and visit Jesus?  Why or why not?

Jesus is in the middle of a lecture when bits of dirt and leaves start falling on and around Him.  Suddenly the roof is pushed apart, and a pallet is dropped in front of Him.  What do we learn about Jesus here?  

How interruptible are you?  Do your friends feel free to call you at any time for help?  How about your family?  What things keep us from having the interruptible spirit of Jesus?
Whose faith initiated the healing that Jesus gave this man?  What important spiritual lesson do we learn from this?

Put yourself in the place of the 4 friends.  What do you suppose went through their minds when they heard the words “My son, your sins are forgiven”? Can you think of times when we seek physical over spiritual well being?

Why do you suppose there were scribes there listening to Jesus?  (See also Luke 5:17)  Who were these men?  What did they represent?  Are they correct in their reasoning?  

Jesus poses a question to them: “which is easier to say….”  What answer do they give Him?  Why?  What is the correct answer?   

Mark introduces, for the first time, a title that was Jesus’ favorite in referring to Himself, “the Son of Man”. Mark uses it 14 times and it is always on the lips of Jesus.  Some think that He used it as a somewhat “neutral term”, devoid of military or political connotations.  James Edwards sees 3 associations with it:  apocalyptic (end times/second coming, see Daniel 7:13-14), Jesus’ authority (as in the passage in Mark 2), but most often with His suffering (see especially Mark 10:45.)  Do you see why Jesus preferred this title?

What was required of the paralyzed man at this point?

Think about the following characters in this event—what do we learn about/from each of them?

· The four friends

· The paralyzed man

· The scribes and Pharisees

· Jesus
