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Gospel of Mark:  Lesson 3

Mark 1:16-42

The theme of the next section of Mark deals with Jesus’ unique authority—over the lives of men, over demons, over illness and over religious uncleanness.  Mark wants to point out that Jesus was not just another religious teacher, nor was he just a miracle worker, however powerful.  He is far greater than any of those things.  Mark tells a series of stories, all centered on the theme of the unquestioned authority of Jesus Christ.

The first story deals with the calling of his first four disciples:  First Peter and his brother, Andrew, followed by John and his brother James.  Mark does not give us many details of any prior relationship between Jesus and these men.  Compare the accounts as told by Luke and John.  What further information do they provide?

· Luke 5:1-11

· John 1:40-42

Why do you suppose Mark left these details out of his account?

Jesus challenges these men and they instantly leave the life they knew, jobs they were comfortable in, even (in the case of John and James) a family business.  What promises does Jesus give them in return?  What does it mean to be fishers of men?

How does Jesus ask similar things of us today?  What things keep us from dropping everything and following him as these men did?

The second story involves Jesus entering a synagogue.  Jewish synagogues of that day were not highly structured or organized.  Jewish men would gather to worship on the Sabbath.  It was common to ask one of those gathered to give a sermon on a reading from the Torah.  If a visiting scholar were present he would frequently be requested to teach on that particular Sabbath.  What things do we learn about Jesus from this story?

What occurs when Jesus is confronted with a man possessed by an unclean spirit? What is the significance of this man being with them in the synagogue?

Why do you suppose that the demons understand who Jesus is but the people gathered there do not?  Why does Jesus command the spirit to be silent?

The third story involves the healing of Simon Peter’s mother-in-law.   What things are emphasized about Jesus in this story?

What was the result of these miraculous healings?  Why does Jesus leave to go off by himself at this point?  What application can we make from this?

Why are Peter and the others frustrated with Jesus at this point in the story?  (The Greek translation here is that the disciples hunted him down!)  Have you ever felt a similar frustration with the Lord?  

The final story deals with Jesus and a leper.  What risks is the leper taking by approaching Jesus?  How does he demonstrate his faith?

How was leprosy viewed in that day?  What diseases are viewed in a similar way today?  What do we learn from Jesus’ response to this man?  How are we called to act in the same way today?

Why does Jesus ask the man to say nothing?  Why was he to show himself to the priests?

Why do you suppose the man disobeyed Jesus? (Note some commentators condemn him for this)
