FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Gospel of Mark: Lesson 25

Mark 12:18-37
This lesson continues the section in which Jesus is challenged and tested by the Jewish leaders of that day.  Up to this point they have been on the offensive—their goal is to find something with which to discredit Him in the eyes of the people.  In this lesson Jesus goes on the offensive Himself, exposing their hypocrisy, lack of devotion to God and love of money.

The next test question comes from the Sadducees. They were a small sect of Jews, from wealthy and influential families, who rejected the oral tradition of the Jewish law and accepted only the first 5 books of the Old Testament.  They were well known for the fact that they did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, but they also discounted other supernatural phenomenon including the existence of angels.  Their argument here is not meant to be taken seriously.  This is an exaggerated “test case” designed to make anyone believing in the resurrection look foolish.  The principle of their argument is that of the “levirate law” found in Deuteronomy 25:5-10.  What was the main concern of this law?

Jesus’ focus is not on this ridiculous test case but on the real issue behind their questioning.  What does Jesus see as the main source of their disbelief? How could that same statement be made of people today?  Do you think it might also be true of people in our church today?  

What is the defense Jesus gives for the idea of a resurrection?  Why does he pick this passage?  Do you think his argument is convincing?  Why or why not? 

Next a scribe comes and asks Jesus about the most important commandment.  Bible scholars count 613 laws in the Old Testament: 248 are positive commands and 365 are prohibitions.  Why do you think the scribe is asking about which is the most important or foremost?

In what way does Deuteronomy 6:4-6 summarize all of the law?  What word does Jesus add that is not found in the Deuteronomy passage?  Why does He do so?

Why does Jesus add the “second foremost commandment” at this point?  What specific point do you think he is making to the Pharisees? (Note: this commandment is found in Leviticus 19:18)

Read 1 John 4:19-21.  How does this apply to the point Jesus was making?

How does the scribe respond back to Jesus?  (Specifically, think about the theme that has underlined this entire section of Mark: that the temple and its sacrifices are about to pass away.)  Again, how might we apply this word to our lives today?  Can you think of sacrifices that we offer God in the place of loving Him? Of loving our neighbor?

The fact that the Lord desires devotion/loyalty/compassion more than sacrifice was perfectly clear from the Old Testament.  Consider the following verses:

· Hosea 6:6

· Micah 6:6-8

· Psalm 51:16-17

Why, if this is true, did the Jews prefer offering sacrifices?  In what ways do we do the same thing today?

Jesus now turns the tables on the religious leaders and asks a question of His own.  What is the point of this question?

Jesus uses a quote from Psalm 110.  Read this psalm.  What does it talk about?  What did it mean to the Jews?  The bottom line message to the Jews is: your concept of Messiah is too small!  In what ways today might our view of Jesus be too small? 

