FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 24

Mark 11:27-12:17
The opposition of the Jewish leaders toward Jesus is an important theme in the book of Mark.  As early as chapter 3 (3:6) Mark has related how the various sects of influential Jews were conspiring together (despite the fact that they were often bitterly at odds with one another!) to dispose of Jesus.  In this section Mark relates a series of questions or confrontations designed to show several things:  that the Jewish leaders are seeking to trap Jesus into saying something sacrilegious or unpopular, that Jesus (which his divine wisdom and authority) easily refutes them, and that these leaders, in their hypocrisy, miss the Messiah that they had been zealously waited for.

Messiah’s right to come and cleanse His temple was not disputed—see Malachi 3:1-4.  The question was: by what right did Jesus claim the prerogatives of the Messiah?  What did His act, in cleansing the temple, mean to them?  If Jesus came to His temple today, what “cleansing” might He do?

How does Jesus respond to their question about His authority?  Why does He pick John’s baptism?  What did John’s baptism represent, especially in the eyes of the people? (Take a moment and review Mark 1:4-5 and Luke 3:7-15)  Why are the Jewish leaders silent in the face of Jesus’ question?  What does it reveal about them?  Why does Jesus refuse to answer them?
Next Jesus extends the confrontation by telling a parable—actually an allegory—to challenge these leaders.  He tells the story of a vineyard which is very reminiscent of an Old Testament passage which would have been familiar to them.  Read Isaiah 5:1-7. What is this story about?  How does it relate to what Jesus is teaching here?  Thinking about what the Jews knew of Isaiah’s day, how would using the parallel parable have been upsetting to the scribes and Pharisees?

What do we learn about the landlord in this story?  What does this teach us about God? 
What is the reasoning behind the tenants’ plan to kill the landlord’s son?  Under what circumstances would killing the son lead to their inheriting the land?  How do people today use the same faulty reasoning and make similar mistakes?  Why does Jesus end with a quotation from Psalm 118? (See Psalm 118:22,1 Peter 2:4-10)

Next to confront Jesus is a combination of Herodians and Pharisees.  As explained previously, the Herodians were political movers and shakers who supported the reign of King Herod.  Their view on religion was pragmatic—they believed in whatever would further their political power base.  The Pharisees, on the other hand, were religious purists who sought to follow the law in the minutest detail and detested any compromise with the Roman government.  It is not surprising that usually these 2 groups were at the opposite end of any issue—and that they would get together in seeking to discredit and dispose of Jesus tells of the fear and animosity that they had toward Him!   What do you notice about the way they approach Jesus?  Do you think they are sincere?

The issue of the poll tax was a hot one.  It was imposed in 6 A.D. when Rome declared that Israel was an official vassal state and needed to render tribute to them.  The Jews saw it as a sign of their oppression by Rome.  It was one of the major issues that led to their final revolt and devastating defeat in 70 A.D.  What is the crux of the dilemma they seek to put Jesus in here?

The tax had to be paid with a Roman denarius, not Jewish coins.  These coins were silver and on one side bore the head of the emperor with the statement that he was divine (Tiberius Caesar, August Son of the Divine Augustus).  The Jews were doubly offended—that they had to pay the tax at all and that they had to use a coin that showed a graven image which they considered to be a violation of the second commandment.  Many Jews refused to carry these coins or touch them at all. Why does Jesus ask them to show Him such a coin?  What is the basis of the argument that Jesus makes in response?

Jesus asks whose image in on the coin.  The ancient world had a dictum that said a king’s rule extended as far as the coins that bore his image.  Jesus is also using a word which is found in Genesis 1:27.  Whose image do we bear? What does this say about the authority and reign of our God?

Jesus does not dispute the authority of the Roman government.  Why?  However, He does set limits on its authority.  What are they?  How should this principle be applied in our own lives today?

For centuries the church has debated about the relationship between church and state. Should the church control the civil government?  Should the civil government control the church?  Should issues of church and government be kept completely separate from one another?  Or should followers of Jesus be active participants in both realms?  Which model do you think Jesus is suggesting here?  See also Romans 13:1-8, 1 Peter 2:13-17.
