FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 23
Mark 11:1-26

This chapter begins a new (and final) section of Mark’s gospel.  This section is the passion story that leads to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It begins with the triumphal entry into Jerusalem—one of the most well-known and significant events in the New Testament and recorded by all four gospels. It occurs a few days before Passover, a time when Jerusalem swelled with visitors from all over Palestine who came to celebrate this important Jewish holiday.  Jesus has obviously given some thought about how he will make his “final approach” to the city.  He begins by sending 2 of the disciples on an errand.  What specific preparations does Jesus make here?

How does the donkey’s owner respond when the disciples come to lead the colt away?  In what way is this an example for us to follow?

Everywhere else in Mark’s gospel, Jesus has traveled on foot. What is the significance of arriving in Jerusalem in a different manner?

Two Old Testament passage come to mind in regard to this. Read the following references, both of which were considered by the Jews to refer to the coming of the Messiah.  How do they apply here?

· Genesis 49: 8-12

· Zechariah 9: 9-10

The picture of a king entering his city mounted on an animal was a familiar one to Jew and Gentile alike.  The usual Roman picture was the conquering king arriving in state on a white horse, leading in his train a host of captives who were conquered and now to be enslaved.  Contrast that picture with the one Jesus presents here.  Keep in mind that in His “train” would likely be Bartimaeus, Zaccheus (see Luke 19:1-10) and Lazarus (see John 12:17).  

How does the crowd react when they see Jesus coming?  Why? What are their expectations at this point?  
Read Luke’s account in Luke 19:39-40.  Why do the Pharisees object to what is going on here? (See also John 12:9-10, 18-19)

In some ways Mark’s account seems like an anticlimax.  Jesus arrives with great pomp and circumstance only to take a quick tour of the temple (verse 11) and then leave for the night.  Jesus’ sudden appearance in the temple is reminiscent of Malachi 3:1-4.  How is this old testament verse a foreshadowing of what is to come?

The next event is the so-called cleansing of the temple—another famous event recorded in all four gospels.  Mark uses his famous “sandwiching technique” again here, intercalating that story with the cursing of the fig tree.  Again, when Mark does this he intends for the 2 stories to relate to each other—each story helps to interpret the other story.  Much criticism has been written about Jesus’ action here: if this was not the season for ripe figs, why would Jesus curse the poor tree?  Is he being petulant?  Cruel?  How do the temple and the fig tree relate to one another?
In what ways might the church today (or our own lives!) be like the fig tree—all lush and green from outward appearance but without fruit to meet the need of a weary traveler?

What was the function of the temple in the life of Jerusalem?  What did it represent to the nation of Israel?

Why do you think Jesus objected to the presence of commercial tables in the outer court?

Note: specific mention is made of 2 things: money-changers and dove-sellers.  Jewish men were required to pay a temple tax.  Pilgrims would often come with the money used in their particular part of the world and the Jewish priests refused to accept this coin, insisting instead that they pay in Jewish coin.  Money-changers traded out these coins with a healthy surcharge.  Doves were used as a sacrifice if a lamb or other animal could not be afforded, and so were most often offered by the poor.  Do you see how this relates to what angered Jesus?

Are there ways that you are making it hard for the poor or the stranger to come to God?
