FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 21

Mark 10: 17-30

During this period of time Jesus is intensively teaching his disciples—focusing on the requirements and costs of true discipleship.  We have already seen the challenge to humility, dependence upon God, and the need to be extreme in pursuing the kingdom of God.  In the last lesson we examined a major barrier to discipleship: hardness of heart.  What are the things that harden our heart?  What can we do about that?  This lesson continues in this theme and examines a subject which has concerned Christians for centuries—the problem of wealth.  The story is of a rich man (Matthew’s account adds that he was young, Luke includes that he was a ruler—hence the way this man is usually referred to, the rich young ruler) who comes to Jesus seeking the kingdom of God.  This story, told in all three synoptic gospels, has much to teach us about discipleship.
Why does this man approach Jesus in the first place?  What do you suppose is his motivation in coming?

What do you notice about the way that he approaches and addresses Jesus?  Why does Jesus respond to him in the way that He does?  (Note: see Matthew 19:16-17 where this interaction is told slightly differently—what point is Jesus driving at?)

Jesus points the man back to the commandments of God.  Why is this important?  Again, Matthew tells the story very slightly differently—in his account the man asks which commandments should be followed.  What strikes you about the answer that Jesus gives?

How is the list different in each of the three gospel accounts? (Matthew 19:18-19, Luke 18:20)

The man states that he has kept the commandments since his youth—do you think this is true?  Do you think he is being proud here?  Why, if he has kept all the commandments, does he still feel lacking? (See Matthew 19:20)
Next we are told that Jesus felt a love for this man (verse 21) and Mark is the only one who includes this statement.  Why do you think he emphasizes this fact?

What further instructions does Jesus give this man?  What promise does He give him? What challenge?  How does the man respond?  Why?  What else could the man have done rather than sadly walk away? (See Mark 9:23-24)
Do you think the same challenge applies to us today?  Why or why not?

Why is it difficult for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God?  Why are the disciples so astonished at this statement?  What is the answer to the disciples’ question: “who can be saved”?

Why does Peter remind Jesus that they have left everything to follow Him?  What reassurances does Jesus give the disciples?  What reassurances doesn’t He give?

For more on the problem of wealth and discipleship, consider the following verses:

· Matthew 6: 19-34

· Luke 12: 13-34

· Luke 19: 8-9

· 1 Timothy 6:10
What does God want us to understand about the role of wealth in our lives?  How do American Christians need to apply these truths? 
