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Gospel of Mark: Lesson 19
Mark 9:30-50

This section of Mark’s gospel focuses on discipleship.  What character qualities are required of the person who will follow after Jesus?  What attitudes and actions will become an impediment to being a faithful disciple?  There is always a sense of immediacy in Mark’s account, but this is intensified now as Jesus begins his journey to Jerusalem and the cross.  

Verse 31 relates the fact that Jesus was intensively teaching his disciples during this period.  What did He need them to understand?  Why do you suppose they were afraid to ask questions of Jesus at this point?

At this point Mark tells us that they were traveling through Galilee and returned to their home base in Capernaum.  Once they had arrived, Jesus begins to question them about their discussion during the journey home.  What does this tell you about Jesus?  Why are the disciples silent at this point?  Why do you suppose they had this discussion (which of them was the greatest) in the first place?

What general principle does Jesus give them to address this problem?  How should we apply this in our lives today?  Read Matthew 20:25-28.  How does this further our understanding of the point Jesus is making here?  Contrast how God sees greatness with how man sees greatness or power.

To emphasize the point, Jesus uses a little child as an illustration. What does he want the disciples to understand from this?  Often people think that Jesus is extoling the simple trusting and accepting ways of children—but that is not it at all His point.  How were children seen in their society?  Can you think of other people who would fit into the same category?  How about in our world today?

Next the disciples bring up the “unknown exorcist”.  Why do you suppose that they brought the issue up at this point?  Note the absolute irony here:  the disciples are hindering someone who was successfully doing something that they had just failed miserably at!
How does Jesus reply to the disciples?  Read Matthew 10:30 where Jesus seems to be saying just the opposite.  How do we reconcile these 2 statements?

Some have used this verse to teach a universal salvation—as long as you are not opposed to Jesus, you are with Him and are saved.  Is that what Jesus is teaching here?  Why or why not?

In the final verses (42-50) Jesus gives a series of related teachings which are all related by the idea of stumbling.  What do you think Jesus means by this term?  In what ways might we cause others to stumble today?  What words does Jesus have for us in regard to this?

Many have been repulsed by the vivid imagery that Jesus uses here—the idea of cutting off a hand or foot or plucking out an eye!  While it is clear that Jesus is using hyperbole, a deliberately shocking picture to shock them and emphasize His message, the commentaries point out we should not be too quick to water down His statements!  What is the main point Jesus is making here?  Are there some areas in your life where “radical surgery” is required?

Finally Jesus links the concepts of salt and fire.  How might these 2 things be alike?  Some commentators criticize the analogy because actually salt is not capable of becoming “unsalty”.  However, it has been pointed out that on the shores of the Dead Sea one can find salt deposits which, when tasted, do not have a salty flavor because of all the other impurities found along with the salt.  How does this picture help us to understand what Jesus meant here?

What is Jesus’ final advice to the disciples (verse 50)?  How does this relate to the problems that He was confronting them about?  How should we apply these words today? 
