FAIR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 18

Mark 9: 14-29

Jesus, Peter, James and John have just had a “mountaintop experience”.  The veil between heaven and earth has been temporarily pulled away and for a few moments they have seen things from heaven’s perspective and heard God’s voice speaking.  It must have been tempting to want to just stay there and seek to prolong the spiritual experience.  In fact, this could be one of the reasons behind Peter’s offer to construct a tabernacle there.  However, as we will soon see, life does not just stop while we are away communing with God.  At some point Jesus leads us back to the problems of everyday life.
Describe the scene that awaits Jesus and the three disciples as they return from the mountain.  Why do you suppose the scribes are arguing with the disciples?

Mark makes an odd note here that he does not fully explain—he mentions that when the crowd sees Jesus they are amazed and run to greet Him.  Presumably these people have come out to see Jesus.  Why then does Mark mention their amazement at seeing Him? 

Many scholars see a parallel between Jesus returning from this mountaintop experience and Moses returning from a similar experience.  Skim Exodus 32 and 2 Corinthians 3:5-13).  What similarities do you see between these two events?
What is the problem that triggered this scene of confusion and disagreement?  What information does Mark give us here?

Jesus responds with a lament against the whole generation—who do you suppose He had in mind?  Why do you suppose Jesus felt a sense of urgency here? 

At this point Jesus asks the father for more information about the boy’s condition.  It is clear that the boy’s father is desperate and not entirely sure that Jesus can help him (note the phrase “if You can do anything”.) Why do you think the man might have felt that way?

Can you think of ways today that we, as disciples of Jesus, might make it harder for people to believe in God’s power?   

Jesus makes a bold statement: all things are possible to him who believes!  It is a famous statement that might be found on many a wall plaque or refrigerator magnet.  It is similar to similar promises that whatever we ask for in prayer will be given to us.  How do we reconcile statements like this with our experience in everyday life?
See also:

Luke 11:9

Matthew 17:20

How does the boy’s father respond in the face of Jesus’ challenge to believe?  What can we learn from his statement?
What do we learn from the actual healing itself?  Does it remind you of any other of Jesus’ miracles?

Later the disciples come to ask Jesus why they could not cast the demon out.  Did they have authority to do such things?  (Luke 9:1-2)  Why were they unsuccessful?
How do you interpret Jesus’ answer back that this type of demon only comes out by prayer?  What exactly does He mean?  Many manuscripts include the words “and fasting” to the word “prayer”, however the oldest manuscripts do not include those words.  Do you think they belong?  Why or why not? 

