FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark:  Lesson 17

Mark 9:1-13

The events of the last part of chapter 8 and this part of chapter 9 constitute the midway point in the book of Mark—both physically (Mark has 16 chapters and this is the center of the book) but also thematically.  Mark is presenting the evidence as to who Jesus really is—the culmination of which will occur when the Roman centurion, after Jesus is crucified, proclaims that “surely this was the son of God.”  The disciples are not quite to that point of understanding, but they have gained significant insight into who Jesus is by acknowledging that He is the Messiah (8:29).  The problem, as we saw in the last lesson, is that their view of Messiah and God’s view of Messiah are widely divergent.  To further encourage their growth and understanding of this matter, God gives them the audiovisual presentation which we see in the first portion of chapter 9.

Jesus begins with the promise that some of them will not see death until they see the kingdom of God.  The meaning of this statement has been debated for centuries.  What is the kingdom of God?  How did the Jews define it?  How did Jesus refine it?  What do you think is the meaning of Jesus’ statement here?  Jesus makes a further distinction: they will see the kingdom come “with power”.  What do you think He meant?  How can we experience the power of the kingdom today?

Six days later Jesus takes Peter, James and John on a side trip.   Why just these three?

List all the things that happen there.  What symbolism is meant by:

· The six days

· The mountain

· The appearance of Jesus   (See Daniel 10:4-6, Revelation 1:12-16)

Compare this event with the story of Moses as found in Exodus 24.  What similarities do you see?  What conclusions does Mark want us to draw from the comparison?

What is the significance of the two that Jesus meets with:  Moses and Elijah?  The commentaries point out that of the two, Moses is the greater figure.  Why is Elijah listed first?

What do you notice about Peter’s response to this event?  What was right about it?  What was wrong about it?

In what ways do we make similar mistakes—seeking to “stay on the mountain” where we feel really connected to God’s presence rather than descend back to the problems of the everyday world?

What new information does God give to Peter on the mountain?  What specific instruction is Peter given?  In what ways was Peter not listening to Jesus?  How should we apply this in our own lives today?

Why do the disciples question Jesus about Elijah’s coming?  See Malachi 4:6.  Do you think John the Baptist fulfilled this scripture?  Why or why not?

Read 1 Peter 1:16-21.  What were Peter’s conclusions (later in his life) about the event that he witnessed?  What conclusion does he want his readers to come to?  What is the application for us?

Thinking back to Jesus’ statement about the kingdom of God coming with power, how did the crucifixion demonstrate this point?  How is this different from the world’s definition of power?  How should this change the way we view the world, our ministry, etc?  (See also 2 Corinthians 13:4) 
