FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 15

Mark 7:31-8:26

Some have referred to this section of Mark as Jesus’ ministry to the Gentiles.  Certainly the cities of Tyre and Sidon (north and west of the Sea of Galilee) were Gentile areas, as was the Decapolis (a region dominated by 10 Greek cities to the west and south of the Sea of Galilee).  However, there were many Jews living in both of these areas, so the mission of Jesus could still have been focused primarily on the Jews of those areas.  This section includes another miraculous feeding, a brief account of conflict with the Jewish leaders and 2 healings that are striking in their similarity (and in the difference from other healings that Mark recounts elsewhere.)

Read through Mark 7:31-36 and Mark 8:22-26.  What things are similar between these 2 stories?  How are these stories different from the other healings of Jesus we have seen thus far in the gospel of Mark?

Why does Jesus do these healings away from the crowds?  

The use of spit may seem strange to us today—but saliva was credited with healing powers in Jesus’ day.  As one commentator observes, we would be less surprised if Jesus had pulled out an otoscope and a tongue depressor to examine the man!  Why might Jesus use a method of healing that was known to these people?

We get the impression that both of these healings might have been more difficult for Jesus to accomplish.  Do you have any ideas why this might be so?  What does Jesus do about it?

What is the significance of the blind man being healed in stages?  (Note the progression of verbs in verse 25:  His eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.)

Read Isaiah 35:1-10.  How do these 2 stories relate to this passage?  How do they fit in with the general theme that Mark is developing in this section of his book?

Sandwiched between these 2 healing stories is another miraculous feeding, similar to the account we find in Mark 6:35-44.  Some have questioned whether these are not 2 independent accounts of the same miracle—but Mark’s description clearly demonstrates that these were two distinct events.  Comparing the 2 stories—what similarities do we find?  What differences?

Why is Jesus concerned for the crowd?  Why don’t the disciples expect a supernatural feeding here (verse 4)?  Hadn’t they just seen Jesus provide for a crowd in a miraculous way?

Some have proposed the idea that the first miraculous feeding was a demonstration of Jesus’ power to provide for the Jews while this miracle indicates Jesus’ provision for the Gentiles.  Do you see any support in the text for this?

Again we see leftovers after the feast is done.  Do you see significance in the amount left over?   (Note also the term basket used here is different from the term used in Mark 6.  The term in the first miracle describes a small flat basket typically used by the Jews.  The word used here describes a larger deep basket more commonly used by Gentiles.)

Mark tells us that the Pharisees again show up to dispute with Jesus.  Why are they demanding a sign from Him?  Why does He refuse to give it? What spiritual principle do we learn from this?

Jesus makes a specific warning to the disciples about leaven.  What does leaven usually represent in Scripture?  Note there are 2 leavens mentioned in this passage—the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.  What do you think these are? 

How do the disciples misunderstand what Jesus is talking about?  How are they an example for us today?  What does Jesus ask them to focus on?  How would we apply that to our own lives?

