FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark:  Lesson 14

Mark 7:1-30

Mark has already emphasized the enmity of the Jewish leaders toward Jesus.  Clearly, the more popular and effective His ministry became, the more they were determined to discredit it.  The feeding of the 5000 was a huge miracle, fraught with meaning to those who understood the Old Testament and hoped in the coming of Messiah.  Obviously as word spread, the Jewish leaders sent representatives running from Jerusalem, intent on somehow stopping the people from following and believing in this Man.

What do you note about what the Pharisees and scribes focused on?  Can you think of reasons that Jesus’ disciples might have been ignoring Jewish washing laws?  

What do you note about the way they confront Jesus—what is their motive here?  In what ways are we criticized, often within the church, when we try to do God’s work?

The command for ritual washing was not required of all the people but was prescribed for the priests when they served in the temple. (See Exodus 30:17-21, 40:10-15) What was the point of the washing ritual?  Why did the Pharisees insist upon it for everyday life?  Can you see anything positive in their practice?

How was Jesus redefining what a relationship with God means?  Why would this threaten them?

Why does Jesus attack the leaders back?  What is the thrust of His response to them?

Jesus uses 2 major arguments to respond to their criticism about hand washing.  The first is from the Old Testament law, which required people to honor their parents.  How had the Jews changed that?  What does Jesus confront them about in regards to this?

Can you think of ways today that we honor our own traditions more than we focus on what God really wants from us?

The second argument is an appeal to common sense about what really defiles a man.  What is Jesus most concerned about?  He presents a “vice list”—one of several found in Scripture. What do you notice about the things that Jesus lists here?  How can a man be cleansed from these things?  Will hand washing accomplish this?

Can you think of ways today that people use “religion” to make themselves right with God rather than a clean heart?  Contrast that with Psalm 51:1-13

After this confrontation Jesus moves on, this time to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  These were famous Gentile cities and some see this departure as a deliberate appeal to the Gentiles by Jesus.  It should be noted, however, that there were many Jews living in this area and Jesus may have moved on to this area to minister to them (and put some distance between Him and the Jewish leaders He had just confronted.)  Jesus wants to be “incognito” but this, of course, is impossible. What are we told about the woman who approaches Him?

Many have been troubled about the seemingly cavalier way that Jesus treats this woman. What point is He making to her?  Is it true or false?  (See also John 4:20-26)

It bothers us to think of Jesus responding to someone’s need in this way—it begs for an explanation, and the commentaries offer many.  Taking Jesus’ words at face value, what is He saying to her?  How does she respond? (Note: how is this woman’s response unique amongst all the responses we have seen so far—especially responses to teaching in parables, which Jesus is doing here. What might the disciples have learned from this interaction?)
Why do you suppose Jesus changes His mind (or should we say appears to change His mind?)  How does this woman demonstrate her faith in Him?  What do we learn from her? 

