FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 7
Luke 4: 14-44
As we have seen before, Luke does not set out to tell the story of Jesus in an exact chronological manner but links events thematically to make certain points about Him.  Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of His public ministry and this next section is Luke’s introduction to His ministry and teaching.  The first event Luke describes in detail is Jesus’ return to his own hometown—but it is clear from the context that at that point Jesus had already been ministering for a while in surrounding areas. What do verses 14-15 emphasize about that ministry?  How do Jesus’ prior experiences (as recorded by Luke in chapter 3 and 4) relate to the fact that he is ministering in the power of the Holy Spirit?
We are told that Jesus “went to church”, as was his custom!  Even back then they had an “order of worship”:  The congregation would begin by reciting the Shema (Deuteronomy 6: 4-9:  Hear O Israel, the Lord is your God, the Lord is one…), followed by a prayer and then a reading from the Law (first 5 books of the Old Testament) and one from the Prophets.  Finally, the rabbi would give a short instructional message on one or both of the passages, followed by a benediction. It was customary for “visiting preachers” to be asked to give the message—so we can see why this opportunity was given to Jesus.  We don’t know if this specific passage was given to Him or if He chose it Himself. (Something to think about, would it have mattered?  Why or why not?)  In any case Jesus is given the scroll of Isaiah and chooses 2 passages.
· Isaiah 61: 1-3—compare the quotation in Luke with the actual passage in Isaiah.  What did Jesus leave out?  Why? 
· Isaiah 58: 5-6—why does Jesus “tack” this verse on?  What does he want people to conclude about his “messianic ministry”?
Who are the poor that Jesus is referring to?  Do you suppose the people listening recognized themselves as “needy”?  What are things today that keep us from recognizing the fact that we also are “needy”?

The principle expressed by “the favorable year of the Lord” is the Jubilee year. Read about it in Leviticus 25:8-17.  Why do you think God instituted the year of Jubilee?  Commentaries point out that there is no evidence in the Bible that people ever really carried out this year as God instructed.  Why do you think people refused to do this?  How do similar things keep us from obeying God today?

Jesus finishes the reading, every eye is upon Him.  He says “today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Shortest. Sermon. Ever. What do you suppose was going through the mind of the people at that point?  Why does their attitude change? (Contrast v 22 with vv 28-29)  Note again Luke’s emphasis on response (and how it sometimes shifts or changes.)
Why does Jesus use the examples of Elijah and Elisha? (Refer to those Old Testament stories in 1 Kings 17:10-24 and 2 Kings 5:1-14)  Some commentaries believe that Jesus is being deliberately provocative here.  Why might he do this?  What does he want his friends and acquaintances to understand?   What can we learn from this interaction between Jesus and his hometown?
The final section of Luke deals with Jesus’ authority.   Read through the rest of the chapter and note passages that emphasize this.

Why does Jesus rebuke the demons for basically telling the truth?  After all, He is The Holy One of God?  What is the difference between what demons know about Jesus and what we know of Him?  (See also James 2:19)  

Finally we get an intimate look into the private life of Jesus as He withdraws from the “madding crowd” to spend time alone with His Father.  Why does He do this?  What can we learn from this?  One commentary points out that Jesus uses this time to continue to set His priorities.  Is it to heal every last sick person in the area?  How might we apply this today?  (Compare Mark 1:35-39)

