FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 6
Luke 3:21-4:13
The next section of Luke’s gospel includes the baptism of Jesus, the genealogy, and finally the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness.  These three events are included together to make Luke’s next point:  Jesus is entirely worthy to be our savior—his credentials are sound, he is adequate in every way.  His baptism is included in all four of the gospels.  Read through each account—what new information does each author give us?

· Matthew 3: 13-17

· Mark 1: 9-11

· John 1: 29-34

· Luke 3: 21-22

Luke has told us (3:3) that John’s baptism was “repentance for the forgiveness of sins”. Given that fact why does Jesus need to be baptized?  (Try to think of several reasons)

What things about Jesus does His baptism bring out?

Next we come to Jesus’ genealogy as presented by Luke.  One of the mysteries of the Bible is the difference between the genealogies that Luke and Matthew present. First of all, genealogies were very important to the people of that day—they kept them privately, in their homes (Greeks, Romans and Jews) and also, for the Jews, they were a matter of public record.  The line of David would have been something that anyone could have gone to the temple and looked up.  Some have suggested that Joseph’s family kept a record (that Matthew used: Joseph’s line) and Mary’s family kept one (that Luke used: Mary’s line).  Another issue is that word Luke uses for “son” really means “descendant” and could be applied to a nephew or even a grandson.  Read through the 2 genealogies and note that major differences that you see.

· Matthew 1: 1-17

· Luke 3: 23-38

Given the differences that you found, what are the specific points of emphasis that Luke wants to make in his genealogy?

Note that the very next event after God anoints and affirms Jesus is to be directly in the “wilderness” (Satan’s path)  How does the Bible use the concept of the wilderness?  
How does Jesus come to be in the wilderness?  How can we tell whether we are “in the wilderness” because of God’s design or because of our own mistakes?

Before we look at the individual temptations, take a moment and scan the entire episode.  What is the basic testing that is going on here?  What are the main points of temptation?

How does Jesus respond?  Do you think that these 3 tests were the only ones that Jesus had to undergo?  Why or why not?

The first temptation has to do with physical need:  Jesus has been without food for 40 days.  Do you think that Jesus could have made bread out of stone?  Why didn’t He do it?

In what ways does Satan use this same strategy on us?

What specific scripture does Jesus use in response?  Read Deuteronomy 8:1-20.  How does this passage shed light on the test that Jesus is undergoing here?

In the second temptation, Satan offers Jesus the entire world….with a slight price tag!  Does this world belong to Satan?  See the following references:  John 12:31, John 14:30, John 16:11, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2

Again Jesus’ answer comes from the book of Deuteronomy.  Read chapter 6, verses 1-15

In what ways do we face this type of test today?  What are strategies for meeting this kind of temptation?

The third test takes place in Jerusalem—the royal porch of the temple was built on a cliff and overlooked the Kidron valley, 450 feet below. How is this test different from the other 2 tests?   What is the significance of the fact that Satan can quote scripture?  (See also Genesis 3:1)  What does this mean for us?

Jesus final answer again comes from Deuteronomy (6:16-25)  In what ways do we put God to a test today?  How is this different from seeking the Lord’s will (“laying out fleece”, etc.) 
