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Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 40
Luke 24: 36-53

As we come to the end of Luke’s book his narrative seems even more compressed.  It is obvious that he has decided to write a second volume (the book of Acts) and some commentaries feel he was already gathering information and writing the early parts of that story at the time he was finishing this book, so his details here are sketchy.  As noted before, it is important to note the details that Luke does include because he obviously felt they were of great importance.  

Luke includes the encounter with Jesus in the locked upper room.  Reading through his account (verses 36-43), what does Luke want us to conclude from this story?  Why?

Read through John’s account in John 20: 19-31.  In what ways is John’s emphasis the same or different from Luke’s?

What assurance can we gain from the fact that the disciples were slow to believe the truth of the resurrection?  What evidences were they given?  What evidence are we given?

Read 1 Corinthians 15: 1-8.  How does this add to the evidence of the resurrection?

Next Luke summarizes the teaching that Jesus gave them after the resurrection.  We do not know all of the times that Jesus appeared to His disciples (Paul summarizes many of them in 1 Corinthians 15 but this may not be a complete list) but obviously Jesus spent time teaching the people He was going to send out into the world.  What specific teachings does He give them in verses 45-47?  

How was this different to what they had been taught (as Jews) before?   How did their worldview have to change?

Verse 48 is a key to this section of Luke.  In what ways were the disciples to apply this command?  See also Matthew 28: 19-20.  How are we to apply this today?

What promises and resources are promised—both in Matthew’s and in Luke’s gospels?

What does that mean to us today?

The commentaries point out that the gospel of Luke ends as it began—with the faithful people of God in the temple, praising and worshiping God.  What application point can we take from this? 

