FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 37
Luke 22:63-23:25

This section of Luke deals with the trials, conviction and condemnation of Jesus before both the Jewish and Roman world.  These events are told in all 4 gospels and the exact details differ in each.  Matthew and Mark spend more time describing Jesus’ religious trial (before the high priests and the Sanhedrin).  Luke and John spend more time on Jesus’ civil trial (before Pilate and Herod).  A timeline constructed from all 4 gospels would go something like this:

Jesus’ arrest => examination before Annas and Caiaphas =>examination before an informal gathering of the Sanhedrin => formal trial before the Sanhedrin => presentation of charges from the Sanhedrin to Pilate => public trial before Pilate => private questioning from Pilate => trial before Herod => final trial before Pilate => His death sentence despite the fact that Pilate declares 3 separate times that he finds Jesus innocent.

Luke is reaching the end of his gospel and has already written enough to fill a conventional papyrus scroll—he is running out of room!  He abbreviates these events—but in doing so emphasizes the things he thinks are most important.  He begins with the mocking that Jesus endured.  Why do you think the guards (probably Jewish temple guards, but this could have included Roman guards as well) mocked Jesus?

Next Luke recounts the religious trial.  Mark and Matthew provide more details, which is not surprising as they were writing to a Jewish audience.  Read Matthew 26:57-68 and Mark 14:55-65.   What things strike you about this trial?

Historians point out numerous Jewish laws which were broken in this trial:  It was illegal for a trial to be held at night, on the eve of a holy day, in secret, informally without calling the full Sanhedrin.  If witnesses were inconsistent or contradictory there was supposed to be a mandatory acquittal.   Once the Sanhedrin formally met it was on a Sabbath and a festival day (2 more laws broken) and finally, it was illegal for the Sanhedrin to condemn someone to death without a wait of two days (a “cooling off period” to ensure that the judges had taken time to consider the evidence rather than participating in a “rush to judgment”.)  Why do you think Jesus was silent for most of this trial (Mark 14: 61), but later speaks out (v 62)?  In what way did Jesus cause His own condemnation?  Why?

What is the intent of the Jewish leaders here?

Next we see Jesus’ civil trial before Pilate.  Why this was trial required?  What is the basis of the charges that the Jews were bringing against Jesus?  

Read John’s account of this trial (John 18:28-40).  What do you notice about Pilate from this passage?Why does Pilate send Jesus to Herod?  Why does Herod want to see Jesus?  Why is Jesus completely silent before Herod?  Why did He treat Pilate differently?

Reading through Luke’s account again (chapter 23:1-25.) What is Luke’s main emphasis?  What does he want the world (including us) to conclude?

Why does the crowd (who supported Jesus so vehemently that the Jewish leaders were afraid of them) now turn and call for Jesus’ death?  What do we learn from this?

What is the significance that a dangerous murderous criminal is exchanged for Jesus and given freedom instead of death?

Luke has written this whole gospel with one intent—to force people to come to a conclusion about who Jesus is and what that means to them.  Think about the various people in this lesson that Luke has presented.  What conclusions have they made?  What things misled them?

· The Jewish leaders

· The guards who mocked Him

· Pilate

· Herod

· The crowd

In what ways do people make similar mistakes today? 

