FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 33
Luke 20: 19-44

This section of Luke describes the conflict between Jesus and the prominent Jews of that day.  The theme is familiar, Luke has emphasized it again and again:  the Jews could not catch Jesus on anything—not His personal life, not His power and authority, not His theology.  Luke wants the world to know that they had no rational reason for rejecting their messiah—only envy, self-interest, and the desire to maintain the comfortable status quo. Several times we have been told that the Jews tried to lay hands on Jesus.  Why have they been unsuccessful?  How do they change their tactics now?  Why?

Mark records (Mark 12: 13) that these spies were Pharisees and Herodians—this is significant because these were 2 sects of Judaism that normally detested one another.  Their tactics are brilliant. They begin with flattery (why?) and then pose a thorny question to Jesus.  Should the Jews pay taxes to Rome?  The Jews had 2 problems with this tax (a poll tax levied on all Roman colonies)—they despised Roman rule and also objected to Roman coins because they were imprinted with image of Caesar and therefore the Jews considered them “graven images”.  If Jesus answered “yes” to taxes, He would have offended the people, who expected him to rid them of Roman domination.  If He answered “no” they could deliver Him to Roman authorities to be executed for insurrection, a charge they later falsely used against Jesus (Luke 23: 2).  Why does Jesus ask them to show Him a coin? What is his strategy here?

What things are to be “rendered unto Caesar” today?  See also

· Romans 13: 1-7

· 1 Peter 2: 13-17

What things should be rendered unto God?  (Hint: What in this world has God’s image stamped on it?)

When is it right to disobey our government?  Can you think of examples (now or in history) when the aims of government and the aims of God were (or seemed) in conflict?  How should Christians resolve this? 

How would you describe Jesus’ political and social agenda in His day?  In our day?

Next it is the Sadducees’ turn.  They were the smallest but most powerful sect of Jews.  Much like “modern man” today, they discounted miracles and thought that belief in the supernatural was silly and superstitious.  They only accepted the first 5 books (the books of Moses) of the Old Testament and rejected the idea of a resurrection or life after death.  In life they were pragmatic realists who “kept religion in its place”—something to do culturally, a place to make good social contacts and “be seen” but not something to change your life over.  They were politically astute and stayed close to their Roman over-lords as a way of maintaining their own power base, so they were hated by the very religious Pharisees and the nationalistic Jews (the Zealots).

The Sadducees thought they had a foolproof way of embarrassing Jesus in front of the crowds that came to listen to His teachings.  They evoked the principle of the “levirate law” (Deuteronomy 25: 5-10). It stated that if a man died childless, his brother would take that man’s wife and have a son to bear his name.  This principle had fallen into disuse by the time Jesus was teaching but it does not stop the Sadducees from using this long, drawn out, somewhat ridiculous example. From Mark 12: 18-27, what does Jesus see as the major problem with their reasoning?

How do people today make the same mistake? (Trusting in our own intellect, the scientific principles we know and can prove, and totally discounting the power of God)

Why do you think there will be no marriage in heaven?  Does this idea bother you?  What about other relationships (families, friends, etc.)?  

Why does Jesus use the passage He does (Exodus 3:6) to defend the principle of the resurrection of the dead?  Why was it important for the Sadducees to change their mind about the resurrection of the dead?

Read 1 Corinthians 15 (especially verses 3-28).  Apparently, there were also people in the early church who also discounted the idea of a resurrection.  What arguments does Paul use to show that the resurrection is central to our beliefs as Christians?

Jesus’ answer silenced those who sought to test Him.  Luke tells us that they did not have the courage to question Him any longer.  Now Jesus goes on the offensive.  He quotes a very familiar psalm to them, Psalm 110.  How do you think the Jews of that day interpreted this psalm?  How does Jesus seek to stretch their understanding of the psalm? 

