FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 32
Luke 19: 28-20:8

This lesson begins the last section of Luke’s gospel.  It encompasses the story of Jesus’ final trip to Jerusalem, His trial, death and resurrection.  Whatever conclusion people had come to about Jesus Christ, no one could deny the drama of His entry into the city of Jerusalem as His final Passover drew near.  The city would have been full of pilgrims who had come from throughout the land to celebrate the Passover.  As Jesus approaches the city, the crowds following Jesus meet the crowds coming out of Jerusalem to see Him—one commentator has said it was like 2 large bodies of water suddenly flowing together—the people were all cutting and waving palm branches and crying out to Jesus.  He could not have been heard by anyone at that moment—but the method of His entry was clearly carefully chosen to send a message.  

What evidence is there that Jesus had clearly prepared for this entrance into Jerusalem?

What message did He intend to send?

See also:

· 1 Kings 1: 38-39

· Psalm 118: 22-29

· Zechariah 9: 9-10

· Zechariah 14: 4-5

What are the various reactions of the people to this event?  (See also Matthew’s account in Matthew 21: 1-11.)  How does Jesus respond to the critical Pharisees?  Why does He say this?

Luke records Jesus’ lament over the city of Jerusalem. This is the second lament that Luke has told us about (read Luke 13: 34-35).  What do we learn about Jesus from this passage?  How does He feel about God’s judgment?  

What application should we make from this as we think about our world and God’s judgment?

List the specific predictions that Jesus makes about the city of Jerusalem.  Each of these came true in 70 A.D. when Titus of Rome laid siege and then destroyed Jerusalem and carried its people into captivity.  Why did Jerusalem receive such a harsh judgment from God?

The next event Luke records is Jesus cleansing the temple.  The outer courtyard of the temple was filled with commerce.  There were doves and lambs for sale so that the correct sacrifices could be offered.  There were money-changers because temple taxes and offerings had to be made with Jewish coin and many of the people coming were pilgrims and would have other currency.  All of this was done with a significant surcharge which found its way into the coffers of the chief priests and scribes.  Why do you think Jesus objected so strongly to this?

What would Jesus object to (and cleanse) if he suddenly came to our church today?

Why were the priests and scribes stymied in their attempts to do away with Jesus?  Why do they question Jesus’ authority to do the things that He has done?  (Note: they do not accuse him of wrong-doing but rather ask by what authority he does these things)

Did Jesus have the authority to cleanse the temple?  Why?  Why does He then answer the chief priests with a question of His own rather than directly answering their question? 
