FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 30
Luke 18: 31-19:9

This lesson concludes Luke’s presentation of the gospel—as we have noted previously, he ends with several “portraits of salvation” (or portraits of missed opportunities for salvation) and in this lesson we meet 2 more people—the blind man and Zacchaeus.  However, before finishing with these 2 stories Luke recounts another prediction of Jesus’ suffering and crucifixion. This is the 6th time Luke makes mention of this in his gospel—and each time Jesus seems to get more specific about these predictions.  Why do you suppose this is so?  Why does Luke include this at this point in his gospel?

Why do you think the disciples did not understand Jesus’ rather specific predictions here?  What should we learn from this?

The next story involves the 4th and final healing which occurs in this section of Luke.  As we have noted before, Jesus did many miracles throughout his entire ministry but Luke has selectively picked the ones to include in this section of his book.  What does this specific miracle have to teach us and how does it relate to Luke’s overall theme of people coming to or rejecting the kingdom of God?

What qualities does this blind man demonstrate?  What other stories (told in the previous chapter) does this story remind you of?

Why do you think that the crowd tried to hush this man?  

What do we learn about Jesus from this story?

The final story involves Zacchaeus.   What are we told about him in Luke’s introduction?

Think about how the various players in this story would have felt about this guy:

· The Jews

· The Romans

· Zacchaeus, himself

· Jesus

Some have called this story the clearest picture of salvation in the Bible.  List the elements of how Zacchaeus’ salvation occurs.

How do the people respond to Jesus’ decision to stay the night at Zacchaeus’ house?  (Note this classic Lukan triangle:  Jesus and Zacchaeus have an interaction that is observed by the Jews who draw certain conclusions about both Zacchaeus and Jesus.)
How do people show the same reactions today?

Why does Zacchaeus decide to pay back those he has defrauded?  Why does he give half his possessions to the poor?  What does this teach us about the relationship between faith, salvation and “good works”?

Luke’s final comment about the good news is found in verse 9—this is the summary verse for the entire middle section of his gospel.  What does Luke want his reader to conclude about God’s plan of salvation?

