FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 28  

Luke 18: 1-17

The next 2 chapters might be called the “lightening round” of Luke’s gospel.  He has laid out the good news of God’s unconditional love and challenged us to either accept it and allow it to change everything about us or reject it and accept the consequences. He now presents several short vignettes of people who illustrate this point in their response (or non-response) to God and His good news. 

The first story concerns a widow.  What are we told about her?    Contrast her situation to the judge in the story. What is he like?

What does it take for this woman to approach the judge with her case even one time?  What does it take for her to approach him over and over?

Does this judge represent God in this story?   Do people today see God in this way?  How can we change this?  See Hebrews 2:14-18 and 4:14-16.
What challenge does Jesus make to his disciples (then and now) in v8b?  What qualities are required if we wish to “keep the faith”, show longsuffering, patience and faithfulness?

The second story tells of 2 men who have both come to the temple to pray.  How would you contrast these 2 men? How would you characterize the prayer that each of these men make?   If prayer is communication with God, which man interacted with God?  Why?

In his commentary, Geldenhuys says that in each one of us there is a “Pharisee”.  How do Christians fall into this trap?  How can we avoid it?

How would you characterize your own prayer life?  Do you find it easy or difficult?  How do these 2 stories help us understand prayer better?

The third story is about children being brought to Jesus.  In the first two stories we see a contrast offered---in the first between the widow and the judge and in the second between the Pharisee and the tax collector.  Who is contrasted in this third story?

Why do you think the disciples tried to hinder the parents from bringing their children to Jesus?  (Note the Greek word here for children would suggest infants or babies, likely children less than 2 years of age—who doesn’t love babies??)

How does Jesus respond to the disciples’ effort?

How are you hindering from coming to Jesus?

In what ways do children represent the qualities needed for those who would dwell in the kingdom of God?  How can we be more like them?  What barriers get in our way?
