FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 24
Luke 15:1-32

This section is, in many ways, the heart of Luke’s gospel.  The parable of the prodigal son in particular has been called “the gospel within the gospel” and, along with the parable of the Good Samaritan, remains one of the best-known and best-loved of the parables that Jesus told.  There are actually 3 parables in this chapter and they compliment each other.  Wilcock has said it is like 3 musical instruments—each plays the same melody but the tone and sound of the music is different for each instrument and played together the result is stronger than each played separately.  

How does Luke “set the stage” for the 3 parables?  How does his introduction relate to what he wants us to learn from them? (Why did sinners come to Jesus?  Why did they avoid the Pharisees?  Why did the Pharisees avoid them?  What applications can we make today from these points?)
In each of the three stories something is lost.  Think about the differences in the way they are lost.  Is this aspect of the stories the same or different? Similarly, in each of the stories something is found.  What similarities or differences do you see in the way that things are found in each?

Many commentators see an implied reference to the trinity here.  If that is so, what element of the trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) would you assign to each parable?

Let us consider the first parable in more detail.  Jesus picked a story that they could readily identify with for 2 reasons. The picture of a shepherd is frequently used in the Old Testament to describe God’s love and care for his people.  Also they were intimately familiar with the ways of shepherds and sheep—this was an oft-seen sight in Palestine.  The area was mountainous and the grass was sparse so pasturing sheep often meant the sheep had to graze fairly far and wide and the shepherd had to keep a close eye on them. There was danger for the sheep in the rocky hills and steep ravines.  What do we learn from the plight of the lost sheep?  How are people today like that lost sheep?

What do we learn about the shepherd described here?  What is He like?
Consider also the following verses.  What qualities are emphasized?
· Isaiah 40: 11

· Ezekiel 34: 11-31

· Psalm 23

· John 10: 11-16

How is the second story, the lost coin, different from the first?  If you had to sum up, in one word the description of the woman’s search, what would it be?  What do we learn about the Holy Spirit’s role in salvation from this story?

The 3rd story has been labeled the “prodigal son” and in a way is a misnomer.  The focus of the parable is not the son but the Faithful Father…and indeed we will see he has 2 lost sons, not one!
What is shocking about the way the younger son treats his dad?  What do we learn about God from this part of the story?

What do you think is the turning point in the life of this young man?  What conclusions about his father does the young man come to?  (verses 17-19)  Are they correct or incorrect?
Verse 20 is perhaps the most important in the whole parable.  What does this verse teach us about God?  Why doesn’t the son get to finish his carefully prepared and rehearsed speech? 
At this point in the story the focus shifts to the older brother.  How would you describe his reactions?  Is he justified in reacting this way?  (Would the Pharisees think so?)

The older brother had lived his whole life with the father and should know his character, his business, etc.  What verses suggest he does not know his father?

And now it’s time for another Lukan triangle:  the father and his 2 sons.  Which son is saved? (Hint: Why does Jesus not tell us the older brother comes inside or not?)
What conclusions can you make about the salvation process from this set of parables? 
