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Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 22

Luke 13: 10-35
This section of Luke deals with Jesus’ final appeals to the Jewish nation and concludes at the end of chapter 13 with Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem.  As we have seen before, Luke is building a case that the entire world can understand: Jesus is the savior of the world.  He came to His own people and they rejected Him, but this does not lessen his power or effectiveness as our Redeemer.
Luke begins by recounting another healing that Jesus does on the Sabbath.  Luke has already presented many stories of miraculous healings that Jesus performed.  What is the point of telling this particular story here?  Whom do the synagogue officials rebuke? Why does this bother Jesus so much?  What do we learn about Him here?

How does Jesus refute the religious leaders?  Do you think that they ever prayed about this woman before this day?  If one of their friends—a fellow synagogue leader—had been healed by Jesus, do you think their reaction would have been the same?  Do we pick and choose whom to pray for today?

Luke next records 2 parables of Jesus that describe the kingdom of God—these parables are found in other places in Mark and Matthew and it is likely Jesus told them over and over as He taught the people.  What similarities can you see between the story of the mustard seed and the story of the leaven?
What kind of kingdom were the Jews expecting?  How do these parables seek to change their expectation?  How does the healing of the crippled woman fit in here?

Consider the story of the mustard seed.  Read the parallel passages in Mark 4:30-32 and Matthew 13:31-33.  What do we learn about God’s kingdom from this story?

Commentators argue about what kind of plant or tree is referred to here—the common mustard seed (Sinapis Nigra) only grows to a height of 8-10 feet.  Some argue Jesus meant a different seed (Salvadora Persica) which can grow to 25 feet. Is the kind of tree important?  How could a simple mustard seed, expected to produce a moderate sized plant, produce a mighty tree instead?

What symbolism do you find in the birds nesting in this tree?  See Ezekiel 17:22-24 and Daniel 4:10-12.  
What does the kingdom of God mean to you?  A powerful Christian nation?  Political or economic security?  Freedom to practice our faith without persecution? What application points and/or comfort do you find in the stories of the mustard seed and yeast?
Luke next records a question that Jesus was asked one day as he was walking along.  “Are there just a few who are being saved?”  What do you think is behind this question (i.e.why is the person asking this?)  Jesus challenges them to strive to enter by the narrow door.  What do you think He meant by the concept of a narrow door?  How about the command “to strive”?
So, is God really narrow-minded?  Is he “politically incorrect?”  Does being a Christian mean that we have to automatically offend the people around us?  See if you can explain the “narrow door concept” in ways that would attract rather than offend people.  (Hint:  who is welcomed into the hospitality of God and who is not?
Read a parallel passage in Matthew 7: 13-23.  How does this add to your understanding of what is being taught here?  Who are people today who might think that they will be included but will find themselves excluded from the kingdom of God?
At this point the Pharisees come to warn Jesus that Herod is seeking to kill Him.  Do you think they are really concerned about Jesus?  Why or why not?  What is their strategy here?  Can you think of some ways that Christians might be intimidated today?  How can we respond to such a challenge?
How does Jesus respond to Herod’s threat?  What allowed Jesus to remain unmoved in the face of such a threat?  How can we apply this to our own lives? What do we learn from Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem? 
