FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 21
Luke 12:35-13:9
As discussed, this section of Luke deals with discipleship.  Discipleship might have been easier when Jesus was present with them and they could hear directly from Him.  And it might have been easier just after Jesus left and the Spirit was poured out on His church.  But has the years went on, discipleship might have become more difficult.  Church history tells us that the early church believed that Jesus would return within their lifetime (see John 21:20-23).  But how do you think the disciples might have felt as the years, then the decades, then the centuries and finally the millennia went on?  To address this issue:  how we are to live in the time between His first and second coming, Jesus told a number of parables.  We looked at some in the last lesson and in this lesson we will consider the third and final picture of how disciples are to handle this time.
The third picture of readiness involves the servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding feast.  This is actually more difficult than it sounds because in that day a wedding feast could last for a week and, of course, they did not have cell phones by which the master could alert his servants that he was on his way home. What does the master require of those servants?  What blessings are promised to the servants who remain alert?  What does that mean to you personally?

Most commentators believe that Jesus is referring to His second coming in these verses, though some think that he is calling the disciples to readiness for the trials that will come their way after His crucifixion.  Why are we not told when Jesus will return?  (See also Mark 13:28-37)  If you knew Jesus was returning tomorrow would you live any differently today?  How about if He was coming in a year—would that change things?  How about if you knew He was coming in ten years, or a hundred years?

Jesus compares and contrasts three different slaves here.  Describe each type of slave.  What are they like?  What happens to each?

What important principle do you see in verse 48?  What things will the Lord hold you accountable for?  Do you think this passage challenges the idea of “eternal security”? 
What does it mean that Jesus “has come to bring fire on the earth?”  Why does He wish it were “already kindled?”  How does this relate to the baptism that he has to undergo?

Why might the people of Israel have expected Jesus to bring peace to the world?  (See Isaiah 9:6-7)  Why does He bring division instead?  The Old Testament had spoken of this familial division and strife—it was linked to the coming of Messiah.  Read Micah 7:5-6 and Malachi 4:5-6. 

Jesus makes 4 challenges here.  First, they are to accurately assess their earthly situation. The people in Jesus’ day knew how to read the weather—if clouds appeared over the Mediterranean, the people knew that rain was coming; if the wind veered around from the south, it was going to be hot.  Jesus challenges this people to read “the signs of the times”.  How is that challenge still appropriate today?  (See Matthew 24:7-14,  2 Timothy 4:3-4)

Jesus’ second challenge has to do with accountability.  He challenges us to accurately assess our spiritual state.  What happens when someone runs a credit report on you?  How do we perform a “spiritual debt assessment”?  (Hint see Romans 3:10-18, 23-24)   What does Jesus recommend that we do about it?  How do people today usually respond when asked about a spiritual debt assessment?

The third challenge is the uncertainty of life.  Let’s face it, sometimes life seems random.  One minute you are healthy, headed for work, and the next minute a truck veers across the highway divider and strikes your car.  Jesus gives 2 examples from recent events of their day.  What do you conclude from Jesus’ examples?

The fourth challenge is a parable, found in verses 7-9.  Jesus pictures a vineyard—it was a familiar image for the Jews.  What did a vineyard most often represent in the Old Testament?  

· Psalm 80: 8-19

· Isaiah 5: 1-7

· Micah 7: 1-6

What is the Lord’s major complaint against the fig tree?  

How does the vineyard-keeper respond?  What do we learn from this? 

