FAIR OAKS PREBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 20
Luke 12: 13-44
Having presented the issue of the rejection of Jesus by the Jewish leaders, and the consequences and perils of unbelief, Luke returns to the subject of discipleship.  Jesus challenges his disciples (and us!) to think about the position that possessions occupy in our lives and hearts.

A man comes to Jesus asking Him to arbitrate in a family dispute over an inheritance.

Why do you think Jesus refuses to be drawn into this matter? Jesus asks “Man, who appointed Me a judge or arbiter over you?”  What does Jesus mean here?  Isn’t He our ultimate judge and arbiter?

Jesus answers this man with a warning (verse 15)—what does this suggest to you about this man? Why does Jesus make such a strong warning about greed?   The Greek here could be translated “constantly be on your guard”—why is such diligence required?  

Jesus warns against “every form of greed”.  Can you think of different forms of greed?

Why is greed so particularly destructive?  See also the following verses:

· Romans 1:29

· 2 Corinthians 9:5

· Colossians 3:5

· Ephesians 4:19, 5:3

· 2 Peter 2:3, 14 (What, does Peter mean by men “having hearts trained in greed?”)

To illustrate His point, Jesus uses a parable.  What strikes you about the man that Jesus describes here?  (Hint:  Count the number of times “my” or “I” occur in this story!)  Did the man do anything wrong in amassing this wealth?  Of what, then, is Jesus so critical?

Jesus’ warning about the responsible view of possessions is especially germane to our society today.  We, in the Western world, are rich beyond imagining in comparison to the people that Jesus was speaking to.  Think about the various slogans that reflect our inappropriate view of wealth and comfort.  Jesus quotes “Eat, drink and be merry.”  What slogans might He have quoted to us today? If we are to take Jesus seriously and “be constantly on our guard against the various forms of greed”, what do we need to do?  What are strategies that we can use not to fall into the error of this man in Luke 12?   How can we be “rich towards God”?

Jesus how turns to His disciples and gives them a specific life application from this parable. One of the reasons the man amassed such wealth was to insulate himself from need.  What is the problem of doing so?  What alternative does Jesus give his disciples (including us!)
What is anxiety?  Is there such a thing as healthy anxiety?  When does anxiety become a problem?  What are the things that make you most anxious?  What are ways that help you deal with them?

What is entailed in seeking God’s kingdom?  In what ways are “all these things” (v 31) added to us when we do this?  How are we to apply verse 33?  Is it really necessary to sell all that we own to comply with this verse?  Why or why not?

Now He challenges them in another area: are they ready to serve?  What things does that require?  What things might get in the way?  How we act when no one is looking (when the master is away) also reveals much about where our heart is. The actual Greek here means to “gird up your loins.” and the verb here implies constant vigilant action.  In that day men wore long flowing robes, so that when action was required they would tuck up the ends of their robes into their belts.  Today we might say something like “have your sleeves rolled up” or “wear work clothing”.  What practical applications can you draw from this picture?

The second part of Jesus’ challenge is to have our lamps alight.  What do you suppose this refers to? (Hint: what does light in scripture often refer to?) Again, what things get in the way of having our lights lit?  (See also Matthew 25:1-13)

The third picture of readiness involves the servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding feast.  This is actually more difficult than it sounds because in that day a wedding feast could last for a week and, of course, they did not have cell phones by which the master could alert his servants that he was on his way home. What does the master require of those servants?  What blessings are promised to the servants who remain alert?  What does that mean to you personally?
