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Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 19
Luke 11:36-12:12
As we have seen, this section of the gospel of Luke describes the growing opposition between Jesus and the Jewish leaders of the day.  Yet, despite this opposition, Jesus gives them every chance to find the kingdom of God.  Note that He spent time with them, discussed religious matters with them, went to lunch with them, and confronted them sternly and forthrightly.  Think about people in your life who may dislike or oppose you.  How do you respond to them?  What can we learn from Jesus’ example?

The Pharisees practiced a ritual of careful handwashing before each meal.  This was not required by the laws that God had given, but had arisen as a tradition amongst the Jews.  Why do you think Jesus chose not to practice this custom on this occasion?  What spiritual principle does Jesus want the Pharisees to learn? (verses 39-41)

At this point Jesus confronts the Pharisees with 3 rebukes (or “woes”).  The Pharisees were the strictest and the smallest of the Jewish sects.  They focused not only on the written word, but all the oral traditions passed down from one generation to the next.  However, despite their intense devotion to religious life, they were making some rather glaring errors.  Think about each “woe”—what problem is Jesus pointing out to them in each? (vv42-44)  What does He want them to learn?  How do we put tradition before the laws/ways of God today?

At this point one of the scribes or lawyers raises an objection:  “Jesus, this doesn’t offend just the Pharisees, this insults us as well.”  The lawyers were a group of men devoted to the study of the written law.  They sought to determine what the law meant and how it should be applied to daily life. Like the Pharisees, Jesus pronounces 3 woes on them as well.  What is Jesus emphasizing to them? (vv46-52)
Can you think of ways that we are “Pharisees” or “scribes” today?  In what ways do we “take the key of knowledge” and hide it from others”?  In what ways do we make it hard for others to come to Christ?  Why is legalism so seductive?
Jesus always called (calls?) people on the sin of hypocrisy—it was the major charge that Jesus levelled against the Pharisees and other Jewish leaders.   Why is hypocrisy such a dangerous and damaging condition?

Jesus compares hypocrisy to yeast.  How is this a good analogy?  Why do you suppose that Jesus picks this moment to warn his disciples against hypocrisy?  Jesus warns that there is nothing hidden that shall not be made known.  What do you suppose He meant by that?  

We are warned not to fear those who might “kill the body and after that can do no more”.  Who is Jesus referring to?  In many places of the world people are still being killed for their faith in Christ.  In our country this does not occur, but still we sometimes live in fear.  How do Jesus’ words help us?
We are told instead to “fear God”.  What does that mean to you?  How does this verse relate to 1 John 4:15-21? What things about God are pointed out in these passages? How does this relate to our ability to both fear and love God?  How should this impact our day-to-day life?

In what ways do we acknowledge Christ before men?  Why is this so important?  (See also Romans 10: 9)  In what ways do we deny Him? What are the consequences of each decision?

Verse 10, concerning blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, is considered to be the most difficult verse in Luke—but this is an important concept because Jesus mentioned it several times.  Consider the following verses:

· Matthew 12: 31-32

· Mark 3: 28-30

Why are words spoken against the Son of Man allowed but words spoken against the Holy Spirit are not?

What additional truths about the Holy Spirit does Jesus give us here?
