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Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 17
Luke 10: 1-37
The account of the mission of the seventy (or seventy-two, depending on how you translate the Greek word here) occurs only in Luke’s gospel.  This has led some scholars to doubt its veracity.  (Note: commentaries also differ on whether or not there is symbolism to be found in the number here.)  But why might Luke have chosen to include this passage while other gospel-writers did not? (Hint:  think of the reason that Luke set out the write his book in the first place)

Examine the mission of the twelve (Luke 9:1-6) and compare it with this passage.  What similarities do you see?  What differences?   How does Jesus present their mission to them (v2) and what does He recommend they do about it?  How might we apply this today?

In a society that prizes tolerance and lack of conflict, reading Jesus’ next few words will not be popular (vv 10-15)  Why are the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum treated so harshly?  What spiritual principle does this represent?
Why are the seventy so joyful when they return?  How does Jesus ask them to refine their thinking about what just happened? Jesus says that he was “watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning”.  There are many interpretations of what exactly this means. What do you think?  (See Revelation 12: 7-11)  What is the application here for us?

Some have taken verse 19 to mean that Christians can pick up rattlesnakes and scorpions with impunity—and do so to demonstrate their “spiritual power”.  Do you think that is what Jesus means here?  Why or why not?  How does verse 20 change our perspective on this?
What special privileges do the disciples have?  What accountabilities do they have?  How does this apply to Christians today? 

In what ways is the gospel hidden from the wise and revealed to the simple?  (See also 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31, 2:12-16.)  Does this mean that God frowns on intellectual pursuits and excellence?  How should we understand verses like these?

The next story is one of the most famous in the New Testament:  the Good Samaritan. An expert in Jewish law comes to Jesus with a series of questions.  Why do you think this man came to Jesus?  How would you rate this man’s knowledge of the law?  What is he missing?

Why does the man want clarification on who his neighbor is? (verse 29)  How do Christians do the same thing today?

Jesus describes a man on a journey from Jericho to Jerusalem.  This 17 mile journey was well-known for being treacherous.  The road was lined with caves in which robbers hid, waiting to pounce on unsuspecting travelers—so the story would have special meaning to people of that day.  Bock compares it to a man, today, traveling through the inner city of New York or Chicago in the middle of the night—we would understand the context instantly.  What are three “groups” of people that this man has an interaction with? (Hint: the priest and the Levite counts as just one group!)  How would you describe the worldview of each of these groups? 

Why do you suppose the priest and the Levite pass by on the other side of the road?  What excuses do you suppose they used to justify themselves?  Can you think of similar excuses that we might use today?

List the specific things that the Samaritan does to help this man?  What can we learn about Christian ministry from his example? Why do you suppose Jesus uses a Samaritan in his story here?  How does this relate to the man’s question about who his neighbor is? 

