FAIR OAKS PREBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 14
Luke 8: 22-56
One of the themes of Luke’s gospel is not just the words of Jesus, but the power behind those words.  It is no surprise then, that after discussing the seed (the word) of the gospel, Luke records several practical examples of the power and authority of Jesus word.  This continues Luke’s ongoing discourse:  how good is the “good news” (gospel)?  How far does its power extend?  

To begin, Luke tells us a simple story.  Jesus and his disciples get into a boat to travel across the Sea of Galilee.  The Sea of Galilee is surrounded by very steep hills and often cold drafts move in quickly from the mountains mixing suddenly with the warm air over the lake causing sudden whirlwinds or tempests.  Such a windstorm occurs on this occasion—make no mistake, the disciples were in very real danger.

Why is Jesus asleep at this moment?  Peter and the others are  experienced sailors—why do  they turn to their “religious teacher” for help?  How does Jesus calm the storm?  What did the disciples learn from this?  How about us?  (See also Psalm 104:1-9 and 107:23-20)
On arriving on the other side of the lake, Jesus and his disciples encounter a demon-possessed man.  What does Luke tell us about him?  How would other people have seen this man?

What makes this story different from other exorcisms that Jesus did?  (See Luke 4:33-37 for one example).  What evidences are there that this was different from a “garden variety” demon-possession (if there is such a thing)?  Hint: the term “legion” refers to a Roman unit of a thousand or more.

Note the “Lukan triangle” here. Contrast the reaction of the people who lived there with the man who is healed.  Why did the people ask Jesus to leave?  Why/how do people today ask Jesus to leave?

Why does Jesus not allow this man to join his travelling band of disciples? What can we learn from this?

Jesus returns from Gentile territory to a crowd that is “waiting and welcoming”.  As He arrives, we are told that a temple official named Jairus is waiting to see him.  This would have been the person in charge of the temple service—some would see him as the head of the Board of Elders in a church today.  Describe this man.  What did it cost him to come to Jesus?  Why did he come?

As Jesus starts to accompany Jairus, a woman sneaks up through the crowd and touches his cloak.  Think about this woman—why does she approach Jesus from behind?  What must her life have been like before this moment?  See also Mark 5: 21-34

These 2 miracles in the gospels always intertwined (told together).  What are the similarities between these 2 miracles?  What are the differences?

He stops and asks the person who touched Him to identify herself.  This would have been very publically embarrassing for this woman.  Why does Jesus do it?  (Hint: What did Jesus need her to hear? What did the crowd need to hear? What did Jairus need to hear?)

What do you suppose is going through Jairus’ mind as Jesus stops to talk with this woman?  How about when someone arrives saying that his daughter is already dead? Are there times in our own lives when Jesus does not meet our timetable? How do we handle situations like this?

How is Jairus’ faith tested?  (Compare this to the way the woman’s faith was tested)

In these events the disciples have learned something about the difficulties of life and ministry—and have seen that Jesus is greater than all of them:
· The storm (nature)

· The demons (evil)

· Illness, being an outcast

· Death

Some have seen this as their review session before Jesus sends them out (chapter 9). How do we need the same lessons today? 
