FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 13
Luke 7:36-8:21
In the previous passage, Jesus confronted the people with the fact that regardless of the messenger (John the Baptist, Jesus Himself) they were unwilling to listen or change their preconceived notions about God (and themselves!)  The charge laid against Jesus was “Behold, a gluttonous man, and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners.”  Again, Luke’s primary emphasis is always on the response to Jesus and His teachings as shown in the next story.
Why do you think this particular Pharisee (Simon) would invite Jesus to dine at his house?    Why do you think that Jesus accepted this invitation?

Dinners such as this, in which a public teacher or figure was invited, were sort of “open to the public.”   It was not unusual for the door to be left open and people could stand at the edges and listen to the dinnertime conversation.  Even so, it would be unusual for this woman to come into Simon’s house.  What did it cost the woman to approach Jesus in the way that she did?  Why do you think she did this?

Again we see a “Lukan triangle”!  Jesus has an interaction with this woman; Simon observes it and draws conclusions about Jesus (and the woman). How would you compare Simon’s reaction to Jesus with that of this woman?
Jesus next tells a parable (the 2 debtors) to provoke Simon’s thought process. What do we learn about God from this story?  Does this explain the different reactions of Simon and the woman?
Why does Jesus emphasize that forgiveness precedes love?   Think about the various parts of salvation that we are taught about here:  faith, love, forgiveness, works of devotion.  How can we put them all together?  In what order do they come? (How does 8:1-3 further our understanding of this point?
Jesus is proving what the people (in a critical spirit) had already said about Him: “He is the friend of sinners.”  Is this the Jesus we show the world today?  Why or why not?  What does it require of us to be called a friend to sinners?  (Hint: Why did sinners feel that they could approach Jesus and hang out with Him?) 

In this section Jesus begins to teach in parables.  While Matthew and Mark use the parable of the sower to introduce a whole series of parables, Luke uses just this one, standing alone and eloquently making the point that it is the soil, not the seed, that determines whether people respond or not.  Why do you think Jesus taught in parables?  

In using the image of a sower spreading seed, Jesus is using a picture that would be very familiar and understandable to the people of that day.  What does Jesus want us to know about the seed? Why is the sower not more careful with his seed?  Why doesn’t he just seek out the “better ground”?

Think about the 4 soils—how are they alike, how are they different?  (Especially compare “soils 2 &3” with soils “1 & 4”) What factors in each either promote or hinder spiritual growth?

What is Satan’s role in all of this?  Is he the only reason that people do not accept the truth and the kingdom of God?  Can you think of ways that Satan interferes today?

Why is the fourth soil successful?  Read Matthew 13:23—why do you think that the soils don’t all bring forth the same amount of fruit?  Why does Luke just say the soil brought forth a hundred-fold? 
What do the light and lampstand (verses 16-17) have to do with the previous parable?  The “take-home message” is found in verse 18: “Take care how you listen”.  What is involved in this warning?  What do we need to do to heed it?

At this point Luke includes a story about Jesus’ mother and siblings coming to get him.  Matthew and Mark place the story in a different context (See Matthew 12: 46-50)  Why does Luke place that incident here?  How does it emphasize the point he is trying to make? 

