FAIR OAKS PREBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 11
Luke 6:35--49
This is the second lesson on “the Sermon on the Plain”.  Like Matthew, Luke uses this sermon as a way to introduce the principles of kingdom living.  As we live in relationship to God, learn more about Him, seek to be like Him it must change how we see ourselves, those around us and the whole world itself!  The plain truth is that we are to become like the God that we worship (v 35).  Just how merciful and loving is God? How bad does a person have to be before God gives up on them?  Consider the following verses:

· Matthew 5: 43-48

· 2 Peter 3: 9

· Philippians 2: 3-11

In what practical ways do we need to change to become like this?  (Someone has said “the witness we show as Christians must exceed the witness of the world.”  Michael Wilcock has summarized the message in this way:  “From the start man was made to be a social creature, to live in a family, in a community, where all belong together, inter-related and inter-dependent…….The family of Adam failed; the family of Abraham failed; and now it is up to the church of Jesus Christ to demonstrate what the common life of men ought to be like. ‘By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another’.”  Darrell Bock adds: “the greatest vindication of all is to transform the enemy into a friend of God through the example of love.”) 

What does Jesus tell us about guides and teachers? (verses 39-40)  Who are the people that shape your ideas today?  Where do their ideas come from?  What character lies behind those ideas?  Can you think of some “blind guides” that people follow today? (i.e. who are some of the thought leaders and trend-setters in our world today?)

The best question is to ask: is this teacher someone that I want to be like?  What do you think it means to be “fully trained” (verse 40)?  How can we be “fully trained” by Jesus?

In verses 37-38 and 41-42 Jesus warns his followers about the dangers of judging others.  What are some reasons we should avoid this behavior?    What is the difference between exhorting someone and judging them?  How can we tell the difference?  (See also Galatians 6:1-2.  What principles about exhortation so you see there?)

The next section of this sermon has to do with fruitfulness.  Jesus used the analogy of fruit trees—something His audience would be very familiar with.  Why is a bad tree incapable of producing good fruit?  How does this picture apply to human beings?

Jesus tells us that a good tree will produce good fruit.  But sometimes a good tree is fruitless.  Why is this so?  Why are Christians fruitless?

  See also:

· John 15: 1-8

· Galatians 5: 19-26

Jesus applies this truth more specifically to human beings in the next verse (v 45).  How can we tell what fills a person’s heart? How can we be sure about what fills our own heart?  In what ways can we deceive ourselves about this?

The final part of Jesus’ sermon has to do with foundations.  Religious expressions are not enough.  “Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not do what I say.”  Can you think of people like that today?  What does Jesus tell us that He requires of us?

What is the right foundation?  See 1 Peter 2: 4-10

Contrast the 2 groups of people:  those with the right foundation and those with the wrong foundation.  What observations is Jesus making about “kingdom people”?

Does your life reflect this kind of stability?  Why or why not?
