FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 10
Luke 6: 17-36
This section of Luke is called the Sermon on the Plain, to distinguish it from the Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew (chapters 5,6,7).  Are these 2 separate occurrences or the same one?  Reading through the sermon in Matthew, we can see obvious similarities—but Luke is clear to point out that on the occasion he is describing Jesus “descended with them [His disciples] and stood on a level place” as opposed to Matthew’s account describing that Jesus “went up on a mountain and sat down”.  Luke’s version is shorter (30 verses vs. 137 in Matthew).  Matthew’s account has many more legal elements—things that would be understandable to his Jewish audience.  Luke tailors his account to the Gentile world, his target audience. This is the core of Jesus’ message—what are the people who come into His kingdom to be like?  How do they think?  How do they behave?

In his commentary, Bock divides the sermon into 3 sections:

1. Blessings and woes (vv 20-26)

2. Call to love and mercy (vv 27-38)

3. Call to righteousness, fruit and wise building (vv 39-49)

What comes to mind when you think of the term “blessed” or “blessing”?

On whom does Jesus bestow this blessing?  How is Matthew’s account different? (Matthew 5: 1-12)  Why are these the people who receive a blessing from God?

Bock points out that Jesus is not describing 4 different groups of people (or 8 different groups from Matthew) but various characteristics of one group of people.  We might think of these people as “kingdom people”.  Note the things Luke describes here:

· Poor

· Hungry

· Sad (weeping, mourning)

· Persecuted (hated, ostracized, insulted, spurned)

Do you see a progression here?  What point is Luke  making about “kingdom people”?

What reasons does Jesus give as to why these people should be happy?  (Note: one commentary translates what Jesus says as “Congratulations!  You’re poor!”)
Why is a changed perspective so important to God?  How should we apply this to our lives today?

In the same way, the “woes” do not describe 4 different types of people but rather 4 characteristics of another group of people.  

· Rich

· Well-fed

· “Laughers” 

· People that all men speak well of 

Are these such bad things?   Why or why not?  How would you describe these people today?

Is it possible to be rich (well-fed, well-thought-of) and be a successful Christian?  Consider the following verses: what do we learn in each about the attitude we need to have concerning wealth?

· Luke 12: 15-21

· James 5: 1-6

· 1 Timothy 6: 6-11

Next Jesus addresses the subject of enemies.  How are we to treat them? (List the specific action words that Jesus uses here.)  What does it mean to bless someone?

In contrast, what are some of the ways that we respond to enemies today?  How can our response become more like the one that Jesus is encouraging us to have?  (Note: As one of the commentaries put it, to be struck on the cheek you have to be within ‘striking distance.’  Are you within ‘striking distance’ of an enemy?  Why or why not?)

Just how practical is it to give to everyone who asks of you?  To let others take advantage of you?  To lend without expecting to be paid back?  Are we called to be “Christian doormats”?

On the other hand we are called to love our enemies for 4 reasons

· For the good that it does for them

· For the good that it does for us (individually)

· For the good that it does for our community

· For the good that it does to the world

How might our homes, our workplace, our church be different if we took Jesus’ commands seriously? 

