FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
James:Lesson 6

James 5:1-20

As we have noted previously, the book of James appears to be a set of teaching with widespread applicability to all Christians, but also probably had a target audience for whom James originally intended it.  We have parsed out some of the problems that this group (most likely a church) was facing from the topics that James addresses in his writing.  It is clear that the wealthy are definitely in the “cross-hairs” throughout the book.  What are some of the problems that wealthy people face in general?

· Luke 12:15-21

· 1 Timothy 6:6-10 

· Matthew 6:24
Some commentaries draw a distinction between the wealthy described in James 4:13-17 (the entrepreneurs, trader/merchants) and the folks described in 5:1-6 (the wealthy landowners, absentee landlords).  Some have even questioned (given James’ hard criticism) whether the rich in chapter 5 are Christians or not.  How would you think through these questions?

What is our responsibility toward the poor and the possibility of exploitation of them?  What can we, as concerned Christians, do about this today?
James challenges his readers to take “the long view” (vv 7-11).  How do we do this?  Specifically, what are some Christian responses to the injustices that we see (or experience!) as we move through life?  (Note: what specific challenges does James make to them/us?)

James makes specific reference to Job.  Thinking about his story, what conclusions about God and his world/situation might Job have come to if he had taken “the short view”?  How does he instead take “the long view”?

· Job 1:20-22

· Job 13:15

· Job 40:1-5

What are our conclusions about the nature and character of God based on the writings of James? (Look this present chapter but also what has been presented in previous chapters.)
James has some final advice as he begins to wrap up his letter.  How would you summarize it? (See verses 13-18)

James clearly gets diverted as he thinks about prayers offered on behalf of the sick.  What principles do you notice about praying for the sick from these verses (14-16)?

What final conclusions does James comes to as he finishes out his book? (Hint: instead of thinking about the ways we often use the tongue: complaining, whining, gossiping—how does James “reframe” that?)
