FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
James: Lesson 5

James 4:1-17

In the previous chapter James contrasted earthly or human wisdom with wisdom that comes from  above.  It seems likely he is writing to a specific church with specific problems and the theme of his entire book is that we need to be constantly directing our life, our family, our work and our church by God’s wisdom rather than our own perspective on things.  Why is that so difficult to do?  What, in our society/age makes that particularly hard to do?
In chapter 4 James has specific ways that he wants his readers to apply this heavenly wisdom.  He starts by challenging them about divisions and conflicts—most likely within the church.  What does he see as the root of the problem?  In what ways can our desires wage war in our lives?  In our churches?

See also:

· Romans 7:18-25

· 1 Peter 2:11

List the words 4:1-3 which would indicate damage to any community.  Commentaries split on the interpretation of committing murder here:  some think James is talking about actual murder and others believe he is talking about “character assassination”.  Which better fits the context?  

At this point James goes “old testament on them” by referring to them as adulteresses.  What is his point here?  How is friendship with the world really enmity toward God?  See also:

· Matthew 6:24

· 2 Timothy 3:4

· 1 John 2:15-17

How do we often see friendship with the world?  How do we need to balance our need to be in the world, ministering and pointing to God and not getting too friendly with the world?

How does James challenge us to choose heavenly wisdom over human wisdom in this situation?  What specific commands does he give them?  What promises does he also emphasize?  How can we apply this to our lives today?  Do you see a “gospel nugget” here?
What does it mean that God gives a “greater grace” in v 6? (NIV says “more grace”)  How can we apply this in our lives as His followers?

How does our realization that we daily need to draw near to God, cleanse and purify ourselves (note the temple sacrifice imagery here!) and depend on His greater grace preclude the judging of others?  What about times when we are called to judge bad behavior in the church?

Finally we are back to the problems of the rich (vv 13-17).  Who does James have in mind?  What is their basic problem? (Hint:  it is not really being rich or even seeking to get rich)  How can we commit this same error today?  What “heavenly wisdom” or perspective will help us avoid this?
