FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 9

Hebrews 7:11-28

This section continues the theme of Jesus as a perfect High Priest who is superior to the existing priesthood and the law that undergirds it.  Jesus ushers in a new idea about how men and women are made right with God—one that does not depend on keeping the law or the observances of the Levitical priesthood.  He has already described the new /old order that Jesus represents—that of Melchizedek.  We know little about this man except that Abraham recognized him and paid a tithe to him as a priest of the Most High God. The evidence for the validity of his priesthood is 2-fold: it was established by a declaration or oath from God (see Psalm 110:4) and the power of an indestructible or eternal life (as demonstrated by Jesus—in particular his resurrection from the dead.)  Neither of these could be said of the Levitical priesthood!
What do you think came to mind when the people of that day thought about the priests, temple sacrifices and requirements of the law?

The author makes an obvious point:  if the Law, temple sacrifices and priestly activities were effective at saving people why would God create/appoint another order of priesthood?  What would be the point?  What would be the need?  In fact, the law was never intended to save human beings!  Read Paul’s commentary on this issue in Galatians 3:19-29.  What does Paul see as the reason the law was given?  Do you think the Jews understood this?  
How would this idea (the inferiority of the existing priesthood and sacrificial system) be an important thing for Jewish Christians to understand as they felt tempted to return to the familiar practices of Judaism?  How is legalism “alive and well” in the church today?  Why is legalism attractive?

“But”, the Jews might object, “Our system of laws, temple sacrifices and priesthood came from Moses himself, our greatest hero and one who heard directly from God Himself!”  How does the author respond to this objection?  What evidence does he reiterate here to prove that Jesus is superior to Moses and therefore that his “system of salvation” is superior to that of Moses?

In verses 18-19 the author offers 2 important proofs that Jesus and his sacrifice is superior to that of the old system.  Explain how each of these things bolster his argument.

· The “effectiveness” (or lack thereof) of the old sacrificial system

· The giving of an oath from God to establish the new system

· The power of an indestructible life as evidenced by Jesus

How does this change the way we think about the Old Testament law?  It has been said that there are 3 types of laws in the Old Testament.  Can you think of examples of each?

· Civil law (relating to how individuals in a society interact with one another)

· Ceremonial laws (related to temple sacrifices, cleansings, proclamations of healing/wholeness)

· Moral laws (related to God’s character and things he would like us to emulate)

Which of these would be applicable to us today.  Which are not? (Hint: see verse 12)

Finally list the characteristics that the author emphasizes about Jesus in verses 26-27.  What is the obvious contrast between Jesus and the High Priest of the day, or any that had gone before him?
What are the advantages to us that we have such a great High Priest?  Note the author states Jesus is able to “save forever”, “save completely”, save to the uttermost” because He is always available, effective and willing to make intercession for them.  How should this affect the way we think about ourselves?  Our friends and neighbors? How does this balance the comments made in chapter 6 about people falling away and being impossible to renew to repentance? 
