FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 4

Hebrews 3:1-19

The author of Hebrews continues to emphasize the superiority of Jesus over every other being in the universe.  In chapter 2 he outlined the fact that Jesus chose to go to the cross, suffering the pain and indignity—in part out of obedience to the Father’s will, but also in solidarity with the human race…..with you and me! 

The final verses of chapter 2 we are told that Jesus is able to help those who are being tempted.  What comes to mind when you think about temptation?  How can/does Jesus help? (See also 1 Corinthians 10:13)

The opening verse of chapter 3 refers to Jesus both as an apostle (this is the only time this word in applied to Jesus in the entire New Testament) and well as our high priest.  What aspects of Jesus’ ministry do these 2 terms point out?

How does the author describe his audience in verse 1?  (Note here is an example of where inclusive language would be appropriate—we are holy brothers and sisters or holy siblings!)
Why does the author describe them in this way?

The thrust of the passage is that we consider Jesus.  But what qualities does he want us to think about?  When his audience thought about an intercessor, they would think about the one they considered the greatest of intercessors:  Moses.  What did Moses mean to the Jews?  Can you think of some examples of his intercessory ministry?  As one example see Exodus 32:7-14.

Just as the author has proved the superiority of Jesus over angels, now he shows how Jesus is superior to Israel’s mightiest hero, Moses. How does he compare the two?  The key word in this passage is the word “faithful”.  In what ways were Moses and Jesus faithful?

The text now moves in 2 directions:  One idea is that if they consider Moses someone to be adored and imitated then Jesus deserves even greater attention as He is infinitely superior to Moses.  The second idea is a strong exhortation provided by the rest of chapter 3.  If Moses is a great example of faithfulness and Jesus is an even greater (perfect) example of faithfulness, what then is expected of the people who belong to Him?  Are we faithful??  What comes to mind when you think of faithfulness?  Does this quality describe your walk with the Lord?
The writer is exhorting people who consider themselves to be part of his household, i.e. today we would think of them as Christians.  However, the author makes belonging to Christ’s house to be conditional. What are the conditions that he sets?

The author has already given 2 powerful examples of what it means to be faithful.  Now he gives them a familiar and challenging example of what it means to be unfaithful.  The text he uses is found in Psalm 95:7-11 which in turn refers to events described in Exodus 17:1-7.  Note that the Psalmist contrasts the things we hear and see with the response of our heart.  What is the real issue here?  Why does he use the word “Today”? (Note that the writer of Hebrews emphasizes that part by repeating it twice!)
The writer now makes a powerful exhortation, a practical application to address the peril of falling away from God.  Note there are 2 parts to the exhortation:

· Our heart condition.  What does he have to say about how our heart becomes hardened? Can you think of how this happens in our lives today?

· Our need for each other, for fellowship, for accountability.  What does it require of us to exercise this kind of fellowship?  What things get in the way?

The chapter ends with a series of questions about his Old Testament example.  Think about how people in that day would have answered these questions.  Who were the people led out of Egypt?  Do you think all of those people were true believers in Yahweh? (Why or why not?)  How was it revealed who really trusted in Yahweh and who did not?  What was the consequence for disbelieving in the care and provision of Yahweh?  How would you apply this today in terms of who is saved or not saved, how that is revealed, and whether or not there is such a thing as eternal security?
