FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 3

Hebrews 2:1-18

One of the main reasons that the author of Hebrews wrote this sermon (which turned into a letter) was to challenge people not to “drift away” from the truth of the gospel.  We do not know the specific issues that these people were dealing with but the context of the message of this book suggests that they had a Jewish heritage and were thinking about returning to Judaism, possibly to escape the rising persecution leveled against Christians in the 60-70’s AD.  The writer wants to challenge that notion and does so by pointing out the consummate superiority of Jesus Christ and the message of the gospel, along with the stern warning of our fate if we “neglect so great a salvation”.

What things today can cause us to “drift away”, sometimes without even noticing it? (At least initially!)   What are some strategies for correcting or preventing this?  What specific advice does the author give in 2:1?

As mentioned in the last lesson, the Jews believed that the Law (and old sacrificial system practiced for the forgiveness of sin) were given to man through angels as mediators.  This fits nicely with the author’s presentation of angels as inferior to Christ in every way. (If angels are inferior to Christ, then their message would also be inferior.)  What other evidence does he give (2:1-4) for the superiority of the gospel message?  What specific evidence does he emphasize?

The deity of Christ has been persuasively presented, but now the complete humanity of Jesus will be emphasized as well and the writer turns this argument on the phrase “Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels”.  The Old Testament reference that he uses is Psalm 8. Read through that Psalm—what do you think David meant when he wrote it?  In what ways is Christ the ultimate fulfillment of this Psalm?
Let’s be honest:  are all things put into subjection to Christ at this time?  How do we reconcile our world today with the words that David wrote and the author uses here in Hebrews? (Note his disclaimer in verse 8!)  How does this speak to the target audience and their temptation to drift away from the gospel?  What application can we make from this?
Note that in the author’s mind the fact that Jesus, superior to angels, was made lower than the angels does not diminish his position and glory in any way.  It is not just that Jesus consented to become fully human, but he embraced a life of pain, suffering and death on our behalf.  How does Paul tackle this same point in Philippians 2:5-10?
What is the significance of the fact that Jesus was visible? (“But we do see Him…..2:9)

A valid question in the ancient world was why a powerful God would allow his Son to undergo a shameful death.  (Paul responds to this objection in 1 Corinthians 1:22-25.)  The author of Hebrews wants us to understand why it was necessary for Christ to suffer and die.  Read through the rest of the chapter and list as many reasons as you can find for this.  

What verses underscore the solidarity that Jesus has with the human race, with you and me?

Why is this important?

Jesus is called the “author” of our salvation in verse 10.  This is a word that will be used is archegon which can be translated “leader”, “pioneer” or “trailblazer”.  What comes to mind when you think about a trailblazer?  What is the significance for us that Jesus has gone before us and “blazed the trail”?  (See also John 14:1-3)

In what ways has Jesus broken the power of Satan?  Of death?  How does the fear of death become something that enslaves us?  How is knowing that Jesus suffered and then conquered death a game-changer for us?
Next the author will turn to the idea of Jesus as both High Priest and ultimate sacrifice and he uses verse 17 as a transition to this topic.  How is Jesus alike or different from any high priest that the people of that day would have known about?
