FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 2
Hebrews 1:5-2:4
The writer of Hebrews is passionate that believers maintain the highest view of who Jesus Christ is.  Like our society today, Christians in that day struggled against the worldview of the society around them.  The Roman world prided itself on its accomplishments, its autonomy, and was not so much concerned about finding “the truth” as finding “a truth” that worked for them.  Note Pilate’s cynical comment to Jesus, “what is truth”? (See John 18:37-38)  The author of Hebrews was concerned that believers would drift away from the only source of real truth: Jesus Christ and exhorts them constantly to “fix their eyes of Jesus, the author and finisher of faith.”

In the last lesson we saw that God has communicated to human beings in various and diverse ways over time, but His ultimate communication was in His only Son, Jesus.  In 1:3-4 the author listed some of the characteristics of this unique Son.  The next section compares Jesus to the angels.  The Jews of that day, as well as much of the ancient world, were obsessed with the topic of angels and spirits.  (How is this like our society today?)  The writer begins the contrast by pointing out that Jesus has inherited a more excellent name than the angels.  What “name” do you think he has in mind? 

· Mark 1:10-11

· Philippians  2:9-11

· Ephesians 1:20-21

Now the author quotes a series of Old Testament verses to prove his point.  This is a technique that he will use repeatedly throughout the book and has been referred to as “chain quotations”.  In this case he uses 3 pairs of OT quotations which are linked by common words found in each passage.  Each pair highlights a unique way that Jesus surpasses angels.

The first 2 quotations deal with the unique relationship that Jesus has with the Father.  Read through the following quotations and think about what each has to say about Jesus.

Psalm 2:7-9

2 Samuel 7:12-16

The quotation from Psalm 2 has created controversy in that God seems to be saying that “Today” Jesus has been created which seems, at face value, to contradict other passages that declare that Jesus is eternal. (See John 1:1 as an example)  Some have proposed that Jesus was God’s first creation and that Jesus was involved in the creation of everything else (as the writer of Hebrews has already stated in 1:2.)  But is that what Psalm 2 is saying?  Many scholars believe that Psalm 2 was a song used at the coronation of the kings of Israel.  How would this apply to what the writer of Hebrews wants to point out here?

More fuel for Jesus as a created being comes from verse 6 where God calls him his “firstborn”.  Some has countered this by seeing this as a statement about Jesus being born into the world.  However, the word for “world” (oikoumenen) means the heavenly realm, not planet earth—the realm of angels.  Again the author links 2 Old Testament passages, this time to contrast the position and job description of angels compared to that of Jesus.  What do these verses tell us?
· Psalm 97:7-9

· Psalm 104:1-4

The final dyad of quotations focuses on the eternal position of Jesus (far superior to any angel or other created being.)  Read through these quotations and note how they equate Jesus to God the father.

· Psalm 45:6-7
· Psalm 102:25-27
 Verse 14 speaks of the role of angels in the salvation of human beings. What is it?  Contrast this with the role that the Son plays in this process?
The conclusion of this long discussion contrasting Jesus and the angels is found in the first 4 verses of chapter 2.  It is the “so what” to chapter 1.  What difference does knowing who Jesus is make in our lives?  What is the penalty for ignoring Him?  Or more subtly “drifting away”.  What comes to mind when you think about drifting?  The language here could be uses for a boat “drifting away” in a current, or for a precious ring slipping off a finger.  How do these pictures emphasize what the author is trying to convey?  What does he want us to do about it? (verse 1)
The ancient Jews believed that the law was given to mankind through angels.  While this is not directly stated in Scripture the Jews of that day believed it and found support for the idea in verses like Deuteronomy 33:2.  The New Testament also references this idea in Galatians 3:19 and Acts 7:53.  What contrast are we meant to see between the consequences of rejecting the message of angels (the law) and God’s son (salvation)? 
