FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 23

Hebrews 13:1-8
As we come to the end of this book the author has a series of rapid fire exhortations to encourage these struggling Christians to stay the course of faith and live lives that reflect their commitment to Christ.  These instructions come after his discourse on the holiness and power of God (Hebrews 12:18-29) and the realization that much of what we hold dear and let influence our lives is going to pass away!  Why do you think this is such a key concept for Christians today to embrace and focus on?  See also 1 John 2:15-17
The first instruction is to “let the love of the brethren continue”.  Why is this such an important instruction—for this church in particular (people giving up their commitment to Christ to return to Judaism)?  How is this also important for us in the church today?

· John 13:34-35
· Galatians 6:9-10

· Romans 13:8-10

· 1 Peter 1:22-23

Hospitality in the ancient world was different than the concept today.  It was considered a sacred duty.  Without Motel 6 and McDonalds, people had to depend on the hospitality of family, friends and even strangers to survive.  What encouragement does the author offer to them?  What things get in the way of our showing hospitality today?  What can we do about this?
The third exhortation is remember prisoners and those who are ill-treated.  Why was that so important in the ancient world?  Who else might you include in this category today?
Finally is an exhortation to respect marriage.  In what way is this message desperately needed in our society today?  What do you think the judgment that God brings on “adulterers and fornicators?”   Doesn’t God save us while we are still sinners?  How do we reconcile this?
The author now moves on from social issues (how we treat each other) to personal issues (attitudes that we have within ourselves.)  He exhorts his readers to live a life that is free from the love of money.  How, in practical terms, can we do this? (We often hear that “money is the root of all evil”, but is that what the Bible actually teaches?  Hint: see below)

· 1 Timothy 6:6-11

· Luke 12:15-21

In verse 5 we are challenged to “be content with what we have”.  In what ways does our society (think advertising!) work against this notion?  Paul also speaks about contentment in Philippians 4:11-13.  He speaks of “learning the secret of being content in all circumstances”.  What is the secret to having this kind of heart attitude?
According to our author, what is the basis for this contentment (13:5b-8).  How can we maintain that kind of peace and confidence in our Christian walk?
