FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 22

Hebrews 12:18-29

In this section our author makes his final contrast between Judaism and Christianity—or between the old covenant and system of worship and the new.  Besides the fact that the new covenant is superior in every way (as he has emphasized over and over in the preceding chapters) and the fact that apart from Jesus there is no effective way to be saved, he also wants his readers to think about the perils of neglecting so great a salvation (Hebrews 2:3).  In the preceding verses he has specifically warned about “coming short” of the grace of God and undervaluing the birthright that God wants to give us.  How might this happen in the life of a “religious person” today?

To emphasize the perils of being casual or even hardened to important spiritual issues, the author uses some powerful imagery from the Old Testament.  Read Exodus 19:10-25 (the probable text that he is teaching from here.)  What things are emphasized in this passage?

Obviously the Jews associated these events with the giving of the law and therefore with the old covenant system for worshiping and pleasing God.  How did the people respond to all this? (See Exodus 20:18-26)  Why do you think the people responded that way?
In what ways do we try to keep God at a safe distance today?  What are some reasons we choose to treat Him in this way?

Having painted a terrifying picture of Mount Sinai, our author now contrasts it with Mount Zion and effectively (again) showcases the superiority of the New Covenant inaugurated by Jesus’s 
sacrificial death for us on the cross.  What are some of the contrasts between these 2 mountains (and the covenants they represent)?

What comes to mind when you think of the “heavenly Jerusalem”?  (Note this has already been alluded in chapter 11:10,16.)

See also

· Revelation 21:1-7
· Revelation 22:1-5

The author also draws a contrast to the “speaking” of the blood of Abel (see Hebrews 11:4 and Genesis 4:10) with that of Jesus.  How are Jesus and Abel alike?  How are they different?

In verse 26 the author quotes Haggai 2:6-9.  To what events does this passage point?  What is the author trying to emphasize here?

In what ways should our expectation of Jesus’ return shape the way we live today?  See also Matthew 24:35-46.
What are the “unshakable” things in our lives today?  How much time, passion, focus and energy do we commit to those things (as opposed to things which are “wasting away”?)  See Jesus’ commentary on this in Matthew 6:19-21.
What are the final exhortations about daily living found in verses 28-29.  How can the idea of our God as a consuming fire be a positive rather than a scary one? 
