FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews Lesson: 18

Hebrews 11:30-40

This section concludes the great examples of faith with which the author has hoped to stir his intended audience into action—to apply the theology he has taught them, to hold fast to their faith in Jesus (because there is NO other savior) and to remain actively faithful to Him even when circumstances make such a commitment seem hopeless. 

Following the story of Moses and the children of Israel escaping the mightiest army that the world had known to that point, our author turns to the events of children of Israel as they entered the Promised Land, some 40 years later.  Their first big hurdle, once they crossed the Jordan (an act of faith in itself), involved the city of Jericho.  Read this story in Joshua 2 and 6.  What did the city of Jericho represent to the Israelites?
Contrast the life of Israel in the wilderness with the life they would experience in the land of Canaan.  (Hint: how was God’s leading alike or different?) What is the significance of the fact that there were now only 2 eyewitnesses of the Red Sea events? (See Numbers 32:11-12)  What did it require of the Israelites who did not see these events?  Read John 20:24-31.  How do these passages apply to us today?
Rahab is a prostitute and a traitor to her own people.  How did she end up in the Hebrews Hall of Fame?  List the ways that Rahab demonstrated her faith in God?  How did she come by this faith?

What effect did the faith of Rahab have on her entire family?  What can we learn from this?

Next we come to the fall of the city of Jericho.  The people of Jericho were hunkered down behind massive walls and probably felt pretty secure from the rag-tag army of Israel.  How is this attitude seen by people in our world today?

Put yourself in the place of “Joe Israelite”:  what is going through your mind on the day that Joshua outlines the plan to take Jericho: lead with the priests, carry the ark, sound the horns and voices?  And how do you think they felt on day 6 of marching around the city?  In what ways does the world system “wear us down” in terms of believing and hoping in God?  What can we do about this? (See also 2 Kings 6:16-17)  
The list of people who were faithful to God, to the cost of their comfort, their livelihood and even their very lives is very long—in Scripture and in Christian history.  The writer is going to move on but he leaves us with a smattering of other examples:  Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel.  At first glance these folks seem pretty different from one another and some are not exactly shining examples of godly living (Samson?  Really??)  What is the take-home message here?

Next comes a list of deeds without the actual name of who accomplished them, but a couple of them we can postulate—what do we learn from the story of these people?
· Daniel (shut the mouth of lions, Daniel chapter 6)

· Meshach, Shadrach, Abed-nego (quenched the power of fire, Daniel 3:17-18)
Reading through the examples given in verses 35-40—how would you summarize the deeds of these faith heroes?  Our author says that “the world was not worthy of such people”.  What does this world admire?  How is that different from what God admires?  What must we learn from this?

Why does the author emphasize our identification and solidarity with these martyrs?  (vv 39-40)

How does Jesus make the same point in Matthew 5:11-12?  How would this apply to people in the author of Hebrews’ day, who were tempted to renounce their faith in order to escape persecution?  How about today? 

