FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews:  Lesson 17

Hebrews 11:17-29
This chapter contains a series of inspiring examples of what it means to live by faith and to stand firm in times of trial and persecution—or in those waiting times when it seems like God has forgotten you and will never show up to fulfill His promises.  There is a temptation, when reading stories like these, just to think “oh well, he/she was a Bible hero. Of course they prevailed by faith—but the situation is different with me.”  Yet an example is only encouraging if we can identify with the person being offered as an example!  Read what James has to say about this tendency to discount “Bible heroes” in James 5:17-18.

In the last lesson we considered the faith of Abraham.  What are some of the things for which our author commends this great hero of faith in vv 8-16?
Next comes what many consider to be the foremost expression of faith in Abraham’s long life:  his willingness to offer Isaac to God.  Read this story in Genesis 22:1-10.  What promises had Abraham been given up to this point? (Hint: see Genesis 12:1-3, 15:1-6, 17:1-8.)  What is the significance of the Lord’s request to sacrifice Isaac? (Hint: see Genesis 17:18-19 and 21:12)
As Genesis 22 opens we see the Lord is getting ready to “test” Abraham.  What is the difference between a temptation and a test? If God knows everything why would He need to test us?

What do you notice about Abraham’s response to God’s request that he make a burnt offering of his son?  List the things that show that Abraham was completely serious about going through with this sacrifice?

How did Abraham reconcile the idea that Isaac as the only source of his promised legacy and Isaac as burnt offering?  See Hebrews 11:19.  In what way are people today required to make the same expression of faith?  (Hint see John 3:16-18 and John 11:20-27.)

Our author telescopes the rest of the patriachs:  Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.  Do you see a common thread in the Biblical account of these 3 men? (See Genesis 27:27-29, 48:1-16, 50:24-26)

The next example of exceptional faith comes from the life of Moses, considered by the Israelites to be the most godly man who ever lived on the earth.  For what are Moses’ parents commended?  What was the faith demonstrated by them (really his mother—see Exodus 2:1-3)?
How does this parallel an event in the life of Jesus (Luke 2:25-32)?
4 events in Moses’ life are outlined by the author.  How is faith demonstrated in each of these stories?
· His choice to identify with Israel rather than Egypt (Exodus 2:11-14)
· His choice to leave Egypt (Exodus 3:1-6)
· His choice (and that of all Israel) to spread the blood of a lamb over their doorposts
(Exodus 12:12-13)
· The passage of Israel through the Red Sea (Exodus 14:10-31)
Perhaps the key verse in understanding our author’s point about Moses is found in Hebrews 11:26-27.  In what ways is he calling his audience to “regard disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt”?  How should we apply this principle in our lives today?

His conclusion about Moses is that he “persevered because he saw him who was invisible” (v 27).  How is this a demonstration of his opening principle in 11:1-2, 6?  Again, what application can we make from this?
