FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 10

Hebrews 8:1-13

In this section of Hebrews Jesus, as a priest according to the order of Melchizedek, is contrasted with the existing high priests of that day.  This would be familiar to the author’s audience because the temple and priesthood existed in his day and had exerted considerable influence on them as most of them likely grew up in the Jewish religion.  It is less familiar to us as the temple, sacrifices and priesthood have not existed for nearly 2000 years.  Nevertheless, the fact that Jesus is a different sort of priest is essential and great news for us.  

What things about Jesus as our great  high priest were emphasized in the closing verses of chapter 7?  Why is this so important for us to understand?

What additional points about Jesus’ superior priesthood does the author make in the first 2 verses of chapter 8?
What was the point, then, of the earthly tabernacle? Why was Moses commanded to follow God’s instructions minutely?  Can you think of examples today when God wants us to pay careful and exact attention to his instructions?  Why are we tempted to cut corners?
Not only is Jesus a superior priest with a superior temple, but He is administering a superior covenant!  He makes the obvious point:  if the first covenant was so great, why did God have to create a second covenant?  How would this be applicable to the target audience of Hebrews?  In what ways are we tempted to return to “old covenants” today?

The writer now compares the new covenant with the old.  What was the basic problem with the old covenant?  Can you think of examples from the history of Israel?  Read through Romans 2 and outline the way the human race, whether Jew or not, is helpless before a Holy God.
The “new” covenant is not really new at all—God discussed throughout Israel’s history.  To underscore this point the author quotes the book of Jeremiah.  Read Jeremiah 31-33-40. What things does that passage emphasize about the new covenant?  On whose strength does it rest?  Compare this with the old covenant.

The author lists several benefits of the new covenant.  What are they?

What comes to mind when you think about having God’s law written in your mind and in your heart? (Are these separate things?  Or is this a hendiadys, 2 ways of saying the same thing for emphasis?)

See also

· Deuteronomy 6:5-7

· Deuteronomy 11:18

· Deuteronomy 30:11-14

· Psalm 37:30-31

· Psalm 119:9-11

· Proverbs 7:1-32
· 2 Corinthians 3:3-6

· James 1:21-22

What part of all this is God’s to do?  What part is ours?  How can we apply that to our lives this coming week? 
