FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Genesis: Lesson 9

Genesis 9-11

As seen in the last lesson, much of the flood narrative recapitulates the creation story.  In a very real sense the human race is given a chance to start over.  Noah, like Adam, is a father of the entire human race.  However, as the book progresses (and it does not even take one chapter to see it) the human race is again mired in a tendency to sin, to disrupt family and social relationships and challenge the position and authority of God Himself. 

As chapter 9 opens we again see the similarity of this narrative with the original creation story.  Compare these verses with Genesis 1:24-31.  What similarities do you see?  Do you note any differences?

There is debate about whether or not people ate meat prior to this point in Genesis but this is the first time that eating animals is mentioned.  What restrictions does God place on man?  Why?

What are the provisions of the covenant that God makes?  What is the sign of this covenant?  Why is this sign particularly appropriate to the situation?
The next event which occurs involves Noah and his youngest son Ham.  Noah develops a vineyard, produces wine, and becomes intoxicated.  Do you think he sinned in doing so?  Why or why not?  (See also Proverbs 20:1)

In what way is Ham sinning here?  Can you see multiple parts to his wrong-doing?  Note: much has been written about what is entailed in Ham’s actions here.  What exact wrong did he commit?  Why is his youngest son punished for his actions rather than he himself?   Ideas and controversies have abounded—did he mock his drunken parent?  Did he actually lust after or engage in sexual activity with his father?  Did he castrate his dad? (a view common amongst ancient rabbinical teachings).  Did he sleep with his mother (sometimes referred to as “uncovering a man’s nakedness) and was Canaan the product of that liaison (thus resulting in his particular curse)?

Contrast the actions of Ham with those of his brothers.  What practical teaching points might we take from this story?

How does Noah respond when he finally awakes?  Do you think this blessing and cursing came from God?  Noah?  Both?

Chapter 10 is referred to as the “table of nations”.  It is a type of genealogy but is different than other genealogies that we have seen previously in this book.  What specific differences so you see here?  What is the point of this chapter?

Finally, in chapter 11, we have the story of the tower of Babel.  What do you think the people did that was wrong in the eyes of the Lord?
Note that the people may not have been seeking to build a tower that would actually reach heaven.  The Hebrew here means a “building whose top will reach into the heavens”—it is a descriptive term not unlike our term “skyscraper” today.  No one seriously thinks that such a building actually “scrapes the sky”.  What is God’s concern as he watches the construction of this tower?  Do you think He might have similar concerns about our society today?

The actual edifice constructed remains a mystery but many scholars think that this was an example of a ziggurat. An example is included below.  It was a large structure with a central staircase and a room on top provided to house a god.  The idea was this was a transit for the gods to use in having interactions with human beings.  Can you see why God would object to this?
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Chapter 11 finishes out with a another genealogy—this time beginning with Shem and ending with Terah.  This genealogy finishes out the first section of Genesis.  What is its function? How would you summarize the teaching of this first section (chapters 1-11)? 
