FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis:  Lesson 6

Genesis 4:1-26

The Garden of Eden was created as a sacred space where man could walk in undisturbed fellowship with God.  This changed with the introduction of sin, bringing distance to their relationship with God and with one another.  The end result was that humans were driven from the garden and left with the consequences of their disobedience.  In this chapter we learn that sin, or disobedience is not a static thing—it grows, consumes and destroys if left unchecked.

The story opens with the birth of the first child: Cain.  What details are we given about his birth?  What do you think about Eve’s attitude here?  

Contrast the details given about Abel’s birth.  Why might they be different? 

Contrast the offerings brought by the two men.  Why do you think the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering but not for Cain and his?  Do you think that God is being fair here?  Why or why not?
How does Cain respond to God’s rejection of his offering?  How does the Lord deal with Cain’s reaction?  What specific warning does He give?  Some see a parallel between this verse and 3:16.  How might these 2 verses (3:16 and 4:7) be related?

What do you notice about the first murder as described in 4:8?  Why did Cain commit this deed?  (See Matthew 23:35 and 1 John 3:12)  What principle do you see here?
Again we see God asking questions of man—why does He do so?  What do you see in the response that Cain gives?  What does he learn about murder at this point? (4:10)

God pronounces a curse against Cain (much like God pronounced against his parents in chapter 3.)  What are the consequences of Cain’s act?  How does Cain respond?

Note the progression here—first Adam and Eve are driven away from Eden.  Now Cain is driven still further away (4:14).  What does this tell us about sin and its consequences?  Note particularly the statement found in verse 4:16: “Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lord”—what does that mean to you?  Could this apply in our lives today?  Why or why not?

How does the Lord show grace to Cain?  What can we learn from this?

Next we see the first of many genealogies in the book of Genesis.  Much debate has occurred over the sudden appearance of a wife for Cain—where do you think she came from?  What is the purpose of this genealogy? (Hint: what is the focus or end point of this particular list?)

How would you describe Lamech?  What details are we given about him?   What do you think about his speech as recorded in 4:23-24?

The final verses of chapter 4 change the storyline of the chapter.  What differences do you see when comparing the births of Cain and Seth?

What is the significance of the final sentence of the chapter?  Contrast this with the account of Cain’s family.  What important lesson should we learn from this? 
