FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 5

Genesis 3:1-24

In the previous chapter we were given a description of life in the Garden of Eden.  The garden has been compared to the Holy of Holies in the temple—a place where the intimate presence of God could be found.  Adam is called to minister as a priest there, and Eve has been created as his suitable helpmate. They have perfect fellowship with God and with one another, and they feel no shame.  All of that is about the change!

The author introduces a new element into life in the garden: the serpent.  What observations are made about it?  What comes to mind when you think of the term “crafty”?  (Try to list both some positive and some negative aspects of this quality)

What do you note about the way the serpent begins his attack on humankind?  How would you describe his strategy?  What do we learn from this for our lives today?

What mistakes does Eve make in her response back to the serpent?

Compare a similar interaction: that of Jesus and Satan (Matthew 4:1-11).  How is Satan’s attack similar to the one he used in the garden?  How does Jesus respond differently than Eve?  Again what specific application should we learn from this?
Now that the serpent has introduced doubt into Eve’s mind, the temptation to sin begins.  On what levels is Eve tempted?  (See also 1 John 2:16). See also James 1:13-15—what more does this passage have to teach us about temptation?
Why does Adam go along with Eve’s sin?  Where do you think Adam was while Eve was being enticed by the serpent?

What are the immediate results of their disobedience?  In what trees do we hide from God today?

Why does God question Adam when He already knows the answer?  How do Adam and Eve respond to his questions?  What defense are they using?  What defenses do we use rather than confess our sin and our need for a savior?

Contrast this with God’s way of dealing with our sin found in 1 John 1:9.  What things keep us from dealing with our sins in this way?

At this point God points out curses that have occurred as a result of their disobedience.  Note that this is not so much a punishment—like God getting even with them for disobeying Him—but rather He is pointing out the consequences of their actions.  What specific consequences does God announce for:
· The serpent

· The woman
· The man

· The ground (see Romans 8:19-22)
In what ways do we see those consequences played out today?  What effects do they have on the family? On society?  On the church and its work in the world?

What provision does God make for Adam and Eve?  What does it cost to provide this for them?  What does God want to teach them in doing this?

Why do Adam and Eve need to leave the garden?  How is this also a measure of God’s grace?

